JAJATI SELECTING THE REGION AS HIS CAPITAL  THE DOWNFALL OF BUDDHISM IN ODISHA

STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.
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Observing 5000 years of human evolution, analyzing their life, lifestvle and
legacies we conclude that religion had a tremendous impact on each of
these, even more than we give it eredit for, Bevond faith and fortune, religion
haa shaped and re-shaped the very fabric of society, economy, culture, ar-
chitecture, Often times they sculpted the very landscape of sacredness that
now we claim as our heritage. One of such is Buddhism. 1800 vears of evolu-
tion and revolution in the religion gave us spectacular monuments that has
stood the test of time and enriched our history. The region of study is no con-
tradiction to it. The fertile delta of the river Brahmani houses some of
Odisha's largeat and most magnificent Buddhist aitea, where evidence date
back to Asholan era and folkiores talk about the time of Buddha himseif

The great significance of these not only archeol I, but also religi and
cultural demand all the care and protection one could provide with out dam-
aging the [abric of authenticity both physically and  emotionally.

WORKING TITLE :

for ent ing the experi of the Buddhist archaeological site
of Brahmani river valley.
To prepare guideli for ing the and p mg the Bud-
dhist arch logical sites of Brat i river valley.
Tor eval the signifi of Buddhism in the Brat i river valley,

To underatand the linkage between different Buddhist aites preaent in the
valley,

To prepare documentation drawings of the heritage structares in form of ar-
chaeslogical remaina at eite and mapping of cultural resources,

To ish the site p ial as living nts,

To understand the connection between site and local community.

To establieh the relevance of the sites together az Buddhist religious land-
scape in the world context,

The valley contains more than 26 excavated and many identified but unexca-
vated sites. The sites concerning the study are five among these 26 and are
taken due to their close proximity and high haeological value. The study
can be extended to the other archaeol I sites both 1 and unexca-
vated.

The thesis can lead to making palicies and guidelines for development of the
entire river valley on regional level.

LIMITATIONS OF THE PROJECT:

These sites are AS] and State protected monuments and hence have limita-
tions towards the protection offered. The site survey acknowledges their con-
tribution yet are critical reviews towards their current condition and protec-
tion,

The condition assessment ia based on primary observations, a detail acjen-
tific survey followed by further excavation may redefine the archaeclogical
sites,

Detanled documentation and condition mapping of the sites,
Cr.mtempnrary heritage value asaezament of the these gites,
Ci

for of the i hacological
sites of Brahmani river warlley.

Among many the fallowing are some of the major reasons for this
thesis,

The sites chosen are historically important due to its association
with the earliest Buddhist concepts and philosophy. Yet the lack
of architectural study around these structures shows the sheer
neglect done in comparison to its peers.

The site is greatly associated with the maritime heritage of the
state._

n
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METHODOLOGY:

1. Background stu

Define scope and limits

Site visit | primary survey)

Find knowledge gap
cal framework

Data analy

Understanding of management frame

and challenges

Finalise expected outcome

PREPARE REQUIRED PLANS AND GUIDELINES TO FULFIL

HE AIM

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK:

The theoretical [ramework is derived keeping in mind the knowledge gap,
Need for thesis and approach. It was also influenced by the present day
site conditions and ite significance.

1. Buddhist landscape :

Typology of different Buddhist landscape

Different sects /phases having distineti
manugement.

Features of a particular Buddhist landscape in context to the site and
study.

in design, and

1 study of B
Sludy of the sites combined as a ]arger Buddhist landscape.

2, Archaeological park and its management ©

Distinction and features of an archaeological park.

lysiz of site and its ing in context to an archasological paric.
and of an archaeo) 1 park.

So the story of Buddhizm that started with two
merchants, cherished by rulers and merchants
came to an end where the last remaining monks
migrated to northern India and their fallowers mi-
grated to other trade cities in hopes of finding a
better living.

Theee sites were abandoned for 400 years untill
1955 when excavation started by ASI

EXCAVATION OF THE SITES BY ASI

among the 32 i sites in  Brahm-
ani river valley  Ratnagir, Kn]h-mapn, Udaygiri, Lalitgri and
Olasuni, Langudi, Tarapur, Deuli, Kaima, Bajragiri, Kantigodia,
Solampur, Marichi temple , Khadipada, Kupari, Soro and Kaupur
are the 15 excavated once.

Ratnagiri, Lalitgiri, Udaygiri, Langudi and Tarapur are the five
among, them taken for the study due w their close proximity and

tor Pushpagiri Mahavih These sites as shown on
the basemap,

Mg abwing 5 aiten tabies or the tiais
s - it

LITERATURE STUDY :
‘The literature study focused on wnrlm done by archaeologists, historians,  curators, man-
and “This also includ reports published by different
organizations and governing bodies such as ASI, Odisha state archaeclogy, INTACH Cdisha,
Ouisha Institute OF Maritime And South-East Asian Studies and Odisha tourism depart-
ment. The published works include annual reports by ASI, memoir's concerning the excava-
tion and conservation of these sites, reports of identification, sxcavation and conservation
work done by the state department and annual activity reports published by the tourism de-
partment. Apart from that the publizhed papers by the officials And academicians are
alsa incladed,
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Knowledge gap :
The interlinkage of sites in
close proximity.
Sites as living monu-
- ments,
Ritualistic landscape of
o the sites,
Lost connection between
e sites and local communi-
ties.
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STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF

THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.

Rock-cut Buddhist sites
Situated high au the altitude,
magnificent caves, shrines and
hai carved in rock repre-
senl another typology of Bud-
dhiat landscape. . One of the
major examplea of this typol-
vgy is the Elora caves where
cave lwo 12 iz dedicated to
Buddhism.

Huddhist landscape overall represents the natural and built scape of a Bud-
dhigt site ¢ settlement. This includes holy sites, Buddhist monastic sites,
sites for knowledge, education, and important historical aites with edicts.
These site differ in geography, ecology and architectural stvie, but some sim-
ilarities in features can be seen.

1. Buddhist holy sites where Buddha stayed, visited |, had sermons and
where his body parts are kept as relics.

2. Rock-cut Buddhist sitea.

3, Buddhist settlements and centers for education, knowledge and
preaching,

Flan anel ismages of cave 12 a8 Elors Saure

Buddhist settlements and centers for ed tion, b
ing

These sites are moestly built after Ashoka te spread Buddhism, They are mostly situated an
low-lying hille or hiliocks at a buildable slope and are mostly on river banks. Stupas are not

high in height but are built at the hizhest slope for them to be visible and have the most im-

Buddhist holy sites where Buddha stayed, visited , had ser-
mons and where his body parts are kept as relies.

portance.
" e -
. L B
b
! 7 | . 0 Koary
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I - = ISR =
map showing the early Buddbls: sies w i ki U Hoxhjpug o s
i wisited Tt witly the mlsajanap whh S sarmanding chutext ¢ *
of fith to 2o contiry., Souree - Author R ot < S
% : K : LN OF INOMAMENTE O THE JLL
Situated near river, inside or near a Mahajanapada, on flat land of Indo- A S
Gangetic Plain. Tall shn.nea and stupas to conc.entrate the attention, and prea- s Map showing sy Buddiist sires,, map show anchi site whit lts Internal o, NP . P
ence of a Bodhi tree as it represents Buddha himself. { Sanre ~ Resershgats, Author i e — pitext . Soures- wikipedia

EVOLUTION OF BUDDHIST ARCHITECTURE

With  the Kushanas
rising to power, Mahaya-
na Buddhism raise to
power, ils mpost iconic
landscape are the rock
cuf structures present in
the Western ghats

The later phase of Hi-
nayana and early Ma-
hayana forused  on
stupas as 8 holy symbaol.
thus the landscape had
sMUpa in center.

The earliest period of |450 BCE |250 BCE |500 CE |700 ce |soocE | 1200 CE

Buddhism evolved along
the natural vedic land-

" The prominent features of

scape. These sites where E A i
L a[‘lyI = A Vajrayana period Bud-
Bt testtied, Early Buddhist schools dhist landscape devel-
preached and later his sangha d in th St
fallowers gathered were ;};sc;“.rh:.mu.c i;

mostly on difficult terrain

Hinayana period transition from and higher altitude.

early sangha, adding a sacred
symbol of Buddha to practice
and landscape. Bodhi tree was
the prominent one  manong
them. The transition from Mahayana to Va-
jravana pericd saw some Changes like
change in the shape of the Stupa and
Viharaz replacing Chaityas as now they
have a shrine complex with *pankrama

*inside.

large open spaces, aur-

rounded by trees in the

outskirts of a Mahajana- jy
pada. /’ g

1. STUPA

——= CHATRAVALI
= —YASTI

THE CONCEPT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK :

An Archaeclogical Park can be defined as a park where historic structures and built

———=HARMIKA

3

~ANDA heritage takes prority over nature, Buill heritage is inclusive of underground heritage,
l i Eites, i and historic structures. The high priority
Tmage showing mehastups a1 sanchi, soures - author Tmage showing elsitys, plan of Udaygit, source - Author given to built heritage ensures the ET arcas to bie p tillr PRt

e found for excavation, The historie landscape have to be carefully conserved, In the

Chaitya is the prayer hall or Shrine in a Buddhist complex, These halls Archaeological Park the heritage will be inte i Sniakad te: thie hitbara

developed in the Mahayana period as idel worship increased

himself or other important monlos were kept. 3. VIHARA/ MONASTERY

The Stupa was a sacred structure in which relics of Gauntama Buddha

Tmage shawitg
monAstery
plan of talitgicl,
Bource -
Author

= cemar e == cemmTAcE T R RCE
AT AATH MDD HCHES FOR IGURTD FANS | ATEHTHON BF MELUEES N
sLEr e FRAMED M HES

ical
Auchn h" Jiiane

Viharas wore the residential quarters for the monks serving in the shrine. A fow
of the Viharas who became immensely popular for their teachings bevond
religious topics got converted inte Mahavihoras funiversities)

/ }L. 1)
Hisforic Landmape = "‘M::: ; e
4. PAGODA:
7 Pagoda is a i d strueture that jons as Case study of The Arch logical Park at Mel 1i ¢

combination of a stupa, chaitya and a shrine. These The deserted capitals of Rai Fithora and Lalkot

structures evolved from stupas and are mostly found ¥ A
in eastern Asian Buddhist architecture, The shrine has Ml L i Thc' .i\rchacollolg:cal parcor the
people of Delphi. The surviving structures and

a small stupa structure that contains the relics, the 2 1 - e
upper layers and the periphery act as the chaitya hall. vegetation can tell us many stories:

7 CINTURY B
AkLL
i s ABCINCH O 108ANAS

Walls and gateways: The military architecture
Tmage shewing Chinese pagots, souree - wikipedan and the grim wars that were fought.

5. PILLARS AND EDICTS :

Pillars and edicts stand as memordals of victory, preaching
aml the greatness of the patron. Asokan pillars and edicts Gardens & orchards: historie landscapes and
are most famous among the Buddhist sites. ingenious use of site features such as high image showing Mehrauli park, Source -

pial wikipedia
Underground heritage: yet to be discovered

Water structures: waler storage & distribution
ayatem of 12-14th centuries

£

T showing an Asckan gillas, wouree - wikipedia




STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF

THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.

SITE CONTEXT:

HISTORY:

Birth of |

port

& Cupia period coins
found from multiple
cities

and

Hathi  gumpha  present Buddhist sites.
570 to 560 BCE Under 100Kk, may ]f”‘“‘ b;”'
; thesis  site  tells  about
' king Brahmadatta B::“P]‘ m‘: i 350 AD Samudragupta | o o
| Akriya-Vadis converted to monarchy, lrvades coastal Odisha Rule of Bhumakar
. Buddhism k %
The pecord 185 BCE - Ayira
fl.'i““;‘ﬂm'i:,'- ma:;:ll:? :ra:_;zlfed o ) [T ra—— Surya [/ Gajapad In 1957, the first
D 5 . | e throne ot "arga. | After that till 498 AD I,.-;:m_;: Enddbiarn |dynasty  came to | Buddhist
found foom {560 0 350 BCE - | Marathias of . | power. Great decline in | archaeological site was
e iy | Tapasu and Ehallika Parlakhemundi ruled, | Budddhist patronsge. Mentified officlally. |

| brought kesa relics, |

4" and
Sr?:.
century
AD

Eth
centur
y BCE

1§T
centur
y BCE

centur

y BCE century

AD

(261 BCE the Kalinga war is 1% to 2% century | In the early 6% century |

| fought between Kalings and Satavahana king | Bailodbhava dynnsty |
Magadha on the banks of Gautami putra ruled the | | raises, Increase in trade.
| river Daya. land for his entire reign. : Buddhist
o E— | establishmenis
259-236 BCE major ~ = | pearoned by merchanta, |
| Ashokan Edicts and Early ¥ o 3 He—
| Buddhist stractures. ettty 7 6 inese |

Kushanas ruled traveller

Dhali  asckam Xunnzang/Hiven Tsang
edicta eiis . whers as  the comes to (ddisha,

bt | Kabzge Purl- Kosana oo | o) of the Land x s e

. : : uan eang in his own travel diaries
war wud s was puled Byl o e vl to Odistin and Bl ey ¢
Oyt iglenal Kings, Pushpagiti Mabehara, .

sanas . s anas s
ANCIENT ECONOMY OF ODISHA

W——

ART AND CRAFTMANSHIP

Documents and Sculptures

depicting see vovage found in
Langudi site

AGRICULTURE

Fig. L6, Trade limass: Ursrapacta, Dikshismpts aal Posiiyopain

Map showing land trade
routes through
Mahajanapada and janapada

Map showing scuth east Asian
maritime routes

Trade helped pilgrimage and infrastructure development. In return pilgrimage helped fo create better geo-
political relationship and cultural exchange, Thus major pilgrimage sites either fall on trade routes or trade
route move through them. Making a chain of custody for the resourced provided enaured wize utilization,
gamning devotion to Buddhism as well aa create merchants as loyal subject base bound through spirituality
and culture,

Mlaps lurwiog possbiis fwatben of te Cihars S pils

These sites situated at minimum 500mt
and max 10 kms away [rom the river
basin easily accessed by merchants and
pilgrims. According to this there should
have been “sarai” made for them along
with other amenities which is vet to be
discovered. But there are single winged
monasteries are inside the site.

Anctent ports and Peasible ancient linkage to the site | source - Author

In present day acenario the sites are accessible by national highwav number 16 and 55. Highway 16 connecte it to the
capital city where as NH 55 connect to Paradip port. Further each site is connected to the maid road via individual village
roads.

The ancient linkage was done through sea and river. River Birupa and Chitrotpala are the two nearest river and are a
part of Brahmani river only. These two rivers along with Brahmani and Mahanadi were the once used frequently for
inland trading and linkage. There existed three ports in ancient Odisha to which these rivers connected. They were Kosa-
mba, Bhadrak, Tamralipti, Khalk amd d forts in kend: da district that finds mention in Greek sailor
Ptolemy in 2nd century CE,

=
5,
L

@

6™ and

century
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17" to
19t
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15" and
16t
century
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7 Presen
century t day

AD AD

| After 1803 British ruled
on majority portions of |
i

the rule

kesart  the
shifted to pressnt day
Jajpur,

Till 1803 it was under|
Maratha's.

oma vanshif Kesari
Dynasty miled.

From 16% 1581 contury |
the state was under

Mughals.

P ————————
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ANCIENT TEXT:

TIPITAKA
I T
Vinays-pitaka Sutta-pitak
5 (L]
Sulla-vibhanga  Khandn Pasvvira ngn
2 e tm
Manivaggn  Cusavagga PROCH-pAT
i gHOEE
Mahd-vibhanga Bhikkun)-vibharga Patthana
= T T 1
Digha-nikaya Maijjhima-rikiya Samyulta-rikiyn  Anguitara-nikiys Khuddaka-nikiya
(15 books) ——
oade Sogud spmbas wad
Knm’lau patha mumllmpm uuclin lwlmh Sutl : dta Vima , ttha ml thu mw: dma
- 1] a Sutlanip ding-val vl g . =
i1 2 5 1] 15) 8 i) 18 PU-JAV;\L[\IA book by May-
urapida Thera | source -

T ¥
Theri-

.Iﬁ.!ﬂ.l mmlnn Pnr_n-!\hniﬂ Mﬂlﬂina Buﬂonzuamn Dmyi!pumkn
(-1}

ooy g 12} (13 4 (15)

Ve, Fansywars foegyrght 2008
Multiple ancient texts of Buddhist religion has mention of the state then named Toshali or Udra or Odra
and give vivid account of the socio-cultural scenario of the region. They alan give insights of the monastic
walues, principles and functions, They also show how and why these monastic settlements grew and
eontritiuted to the region exponentially,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENSES

Archaeniogie

ndliags at Langrit],
Archaeciogscal fnellngs At Tarapr.

e

Aschiaological
firndign a
Hatnagin ste,

Reelic cnket  found nf
Laltgiri archaeoiogiond site
The archaecological evidences not enly increase the value of the site, also tells ua about the lifestyle, tra-
ditions, socio-political scenanios and religious practices of the era, They also contribute to the historical
timeline and authenticity of the site. the archaeclogical evidences contain various edicts and coins that
strengthens the history of trade and its relation to these monastic settlements.

Archoeolugical Tndings ar Ldaygiet site
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STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.

SITE CONTEXT :
———

BASE MAP
o 163 i
WATER BODY P i e, o O S
HILLS / HILLOCKS : i - oo
ROADS The basin consisting of Brahmani and Baitarni extends over states of
Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, while the major delta area is in
MNATIONAL HIGHWAY i 2 i
SETTLEMENTS two districts i.s. Jajpur and Kendrapada. It was the cultural centre of

Bhumakaras, the birthplace of Vajrayana Buddhism, Shaktipith of
Viraja or the newly established capital region of Jajati kesard, the unde-
mable concentration of diverse religious and cultural heritage is what

kes thi i ial,
BUDDHIST SITE B
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Table containing site survey inventory , Source - Author

One of the most important aspect of this reglon 15 the preqence ofanl:umt
city of jajpur here, The largest ration of Buddhist arck
sites are in this area as well. The site consists of fifteen Buddhist scattered
across the delta of Brahmani and Birupa river, They are, Ratnagiri, Kol-
hanaglrt Udaygiri, Lalitgri and Olasuni, Langudi, Tarapur, Deuli, Kaima,
jragiri, Kantigodia, Solampur, Marichi temple | Khadipada, Kupari, Soro
and Kaupur, The five sites laken for the thesis are, Ratnagin, Lalitgir,
Udaygiri, Langudi and Tarapur, These sites as shown on the basemap

BASE MAP , Spurce - Author

CONTOUR AND WATER SHED: SOIL AND MATERIALS :

BASE MAR
=

B s

Map showing settlements | Source - futhaor

Bl sl
|»\ _/ atructures are Aggriculturs aned
prasnt pasture land

Computer geaeraied model showing e linkage sl seftlenents Map showing =oil and stone of the region , Source - Author
T | T T 1 near the Langudi Buddhist site, source - Author

FLORA AND FAUNA :

River deltn arma.

Contour map of the aren containing five major Burdhise srchiologeal sites of the region Source - Author
| Menastery | and chaityas B I“Ma]]astupa and monaster.}‘ ! Computer generated Biial o Wty
5 i — contour model show-

ing levels at udaygirl nap showing teniatie forest cover
site, source - author i in 9th aod 1M century | Source -
LISTRICT S1UBVEY REFORT

uree - DISTRICT

segion in peesent day
SURVEY REPOST

The forest composition of Jajpur District comes under Trop-
ical Forest and semi evergreen forest as per forest type clas-
sification category. Sall is a major tropical tree. Trees pro-

vided the much needed shade and in Vajrayana sect func-
tioned as places of classroom for the new students.

The sites are on the either side of the delta created by Brahmani. It is a catchment area for small
streams az well, It receives a lot of flood in rainy season and that might be a reason the monastic
structures preferred to stay at higher levels such as hillecks and highlands. The river also helps
maintain a health water table which would have helped the settlements grow.

Map showing forest cover in the region . Source - Author

It can be noticed that, though the site has a lot of un even contours, the structures are built at a
Iesser heuyn and on the side that has buildable slope.

Banyan trees and other trees at Udaygiri
site , Source - Author
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RATNAGIRI ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE

Map of Buddhist sites (3
monastery and one ma-
hastups  Jat  Ratnagiri,
Jajpur

Source — Google maps

Total site area = 70,343
sqmt,

The site also houses a
museum building housing
all the artifacts found on
the site. This structure also
acts as the office foe site
management authority of
ASI,

Ratnagin is one of the sites
of most detsiled worke and
elaborated art. The con-
struction of the complex
started in the 5th century
AD and it belonged to the
Mahayana sect, Hatnagiri
played a key role in the
emergence of Tantric Bud-
dhism and the Kalachakra
antra (a term used in Va-
jrayana Buddhism related
to the 'wheels of fime')
during the 8th - 10th een-
tury AD. More than twen-
ty-two large Buddha heads
of various sizes have also
been excavated.

Section showing the eontouss and pasition of aits | Bowres — Author

ANALYSIS

key pilan

Gincgle enrth unage showing the
LANOUDI wite.

Total site area = 146,110.12
sqmt

This site houses a site su-
pervisors office, a Mahastu-
pa, other sites under exca-
vation and a stale owned
interpretation center. The
gite existed for a very long
time Lis from 3rd centiury
AD to 9th century AD and is
believed to be the centér of
the famous Pushpagiri ma-
havihars  mentioned by
Xuan Zhang This site is
still under excavation and
has potential of numerous
rock cut and brick struc-
fures, Al present we can see
the hints of 2 monasteries
and one roclk cut mahastu-
pa yet to be excavated,

STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF

THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.

SITE DOCUMENTATION:

A

il
———

Ralnagiri monastery 2 plan,
seale- 1:200
=i

Stons galzway

“r
Ratnagiri monastery 1 plan, scale- 1:200

AL KU L EALRTE ,

- e
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A ERTE LTS

Ratnagirl monastery 2 sec-
tion, scale- 1:200

7‘@._ Semall brick monmtery , Source - Author
i Ry

Site plan of Ratnagiti archaeslogical site, Souros = Auther
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Langudi Stupa Plan, scale 1:100

Langudi Stupa Elevation, scale 1:100

Langudi Site Plan

CAERRITE SEMIEE

Source -
Author

Rows af votve stugas , Souroe = Anthor Ratnagin monastery corridors Sculptures secured behind

iron basm,

View ol Chaitya at Langudi
SITE MAR BUSTIALY Duaacy ERSTIE BT LATE WIRATANA AMD RaEl
aERATAS PR

View of stupa at Langudi




UDAYGIRI ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE

Hery pilan

Map of Buddhist sites (one
stone step well | 3 Monas-
tery , ane Chaitya and two
Mahastupa jat Udaygiri ,
Jajpur , Source - Google
maps

Total site area = 2,41,501

aqmt,

Along the heritage strue-
tures the site houses the
atore rooms, office for the
site care taker and a park,
Udayagiri ia the next point
of the diamond triangle
situated 10km away from
the Ratnagiri site on the
banks of Birupa rver. Stmi-
lar to Ratnagiri, the entire
pomplex gits on top of a low
rise hillock and the high
lands surrounding . A
little higher on the slope
sits the unigue stone step
well created to tackle the
dry season: The path next
to it leads to o large brick
monastery called the Sim-
haprasta maha vihara,
multiple stupas of varying
sizes, a chaityn hall, the
maha stupa, and another
smaller monastery,

The architectural style and
analysis  of inseriptions
throughout the palace show
that it flourished berween
the 7th and 12th centuries
AD.

STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF

THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BERAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.

SITE DOCUMENTATION:

TaRATES
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Udaygiri rock cut step well plan, scale- 1:100
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Udavgiri rock cut step well section, seale- 1:100

Rosk-cut stepwell views. Source - Auithar

ACTIVITIES AT THE SITE :

EVERY DAY MAINTENANCE AC-
TIVITY :

Cleaning of the premises and
structure

Trimming and watering of
bushes, and flower plants
Checking the safety of structure
Readying the museum for visitors

EVERYDAY PUBLIC ACTIVITY:

Visits by locals

Visits by monks

Picnica by students and family
Visit by professionals and stu-
dents for study

Evening visit of eldarly and kids
to the park inside,

OCCASIONAL ACTIVITY :

Audio visual making
Documentary making

Special photography for  wed-
dings. And commercials.

Cinema shooting at site

Udaygirt Mahastupa view
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Udaygiri Mahastupa 1
plan, scale- 1:100

wLoHT

-

Confies et

I e
Lamies e

Map showing procession route and stops , source - Author

yEMriE

s poas

4wt

Udaygin shrine plan, scale- 1:200

Udaygiri shrine view

Udaygini monastery | shrine gate details
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Udaygiri monastery 2 plan, scale- 1:200
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Udaygiri monastery view

ANNUAL ACTIVITY:

Every year on Buddha Purnima the
monks, students and other locals celebrate
and pray at these sites, The rituals are
quite similar at all of the sites except for
Tarapur, as no function is held there.

The procession of devotces, monks and
students leave the ashram school prem-
ises,

Reach the site, students wash the feet of
monks before climbing upto the stupa,
Offer prayers there , and pledge to fallow
the path of Dharma,

Come to 8 monastery premises and sit on
the courtyard to pray and chant, with the
monks:

“Kheer Puri® is given as Prasad after all the
rituals are done,

A child fetching water
from rock stepwell,

source - Author
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STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF

THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF ERAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.

Mahastipa
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LALITGIRI ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE

SITEPLAN OF LALITGIRI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

Site Museurs

iy i shi

vinwr op CHATTYA s AupLER
SoukiE —AdTHER

loey plary

Google enrih nnnge shwing (e
Latbibgsiri nate:

Map of Buddhist sites (3
Monastery , One Chaitya
and 2 Mahastupa Jal Lalit-
giri , Jajpur

Source ~ Google maps.
Total site aren = 241,591
sumt.

This =ile houses 2 museum
buildings aleng the archeo
logical sites. These muse-
ums houses all the artifacts
found on the aite, This
structure also acts as the
affice for Eite munagement
anthatity of K51

the most exciting discovery
in the three relics [two con-
taintng  small picces  of
burnt  bong}  inside  the
stupa at Lalitgiri. Buddhist
sources state that after the

T gy MarALTERY
SELURCE = ALITHRR,

PHT

LaTenE

death of the Buddha, his  Lalilgi apsidal chaityn " A o s
body  was  distibuled  plan, seals- 1:200 Lalitgiti momastery 2 plan, scale- 1:200
among his disciples ta be
placed inside the stupas,
Thus, the fosmils are 3 "
ik WALLE Lalitgiri monastery 3 plan,

thought o have belanged 1o
Buddha himself,

Lalitgiri monoatery 1 plan, scale- 1:200
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CELREIS Mahastups view
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STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF

THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.

SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT :

The heritage of the Brahmani river valley, in context to Buddhist landscape, are divided into three parts.

BUDDHIST HERITAGE OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY: |

Natural

Archaeological Cultural | | [voe vauoss
i
The  landscape, The built structures and The  religious and S4
the flora and  archacological ruins. The edicts, ritualistic practices
fauna, the river I and other evid fatiien with
Maritime  voyage and
trade.

Each archaeclogical site has its own set of values and significance, but for this study we will do the value analysis taking all 5
&ites a3 a larger Buddhist landscape.

VALUES OBSERVED
-

1 T
CULTURAL VALUES | |EMOTIONAL VALUES | |USE VALUES

+ Historic + Wonder * Functional

+ Archacological and age * Identity + Economical

* Aesthetic and +  Confinuity + Bocio-cultural
architectural * Respect and veneration

* Landscape and + Symbolic and spiritual
ecological *  Associational

[ s e | o

Historic High These sites are mentioned in different historic text as Pushpagiri
Mahavihara,
Archaeological High Largest Buddhist archaeological sites in Odisha with a time span
and age varying from 2™ century BCE to 13" century AD.
Respect and High These are highly praised archaeological sites with much sacred
veneration value as well
Symbolic and High Being the origin place of Vajrayana Buddhism and the sites
spiritual association with the great teacher Padmasambhaba (Guru
Rinpoche and the Lotus from Oddiyana), it has very high
symbaolic and spiritual value,
E ical Moderate Tourism, pilgrimage and stone craft are the economic activity
associated with the site.
Landscape and Moderate The present day sites have retained parts of the ancient
ecological landscape, flora and fauna along with hydrology.
Architectural Moderate The ruins give a clear idea about the typology of structures
prevailing at that time.
Functional Low As archaeological sites, the majority are ruins and are not
fictional as per their original intent.
Continuity Low The connection between the locals and the sites are gradually

vanishing.

econnmy thrmigh warism

lnead crafsanen engaed in aone wark

o,

Arza of Prishpagen Mahavihars, source - Author

LEGAL FRAMEWORK:

- State of | ABI

- Gwnerslup Arcl\seaioglcal survey of India.

- ICOMOS- International Charter for The Restoration of Historic Momuments, 1931

- VENICE CHARTER- International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Site, 1964
- The Antiguities and Art Treasurea Act, 1972,

= National tourism policy, 2002

- The Ancient M and /
- National monumente authority
- Gazette Notification Regulating Prohibiting and Regulated Areas, 1992
- Article 49 in The Constitution of India 1949

and Valid

Act, 2000°,%

I Sites and R

- The area of the Property is demarcated by an enclosure [walled) pre-
venting any form of detrimental activities within the area. A 100 meter
area from this enclosure, vide the AMASR Act 2010 is a Prohibited Area
and a 200 meters thereon is a Regulated Area. . The area of the Property
is d d by an [walled) p ing any form of detri-
mental activities within the area, A 100 meter area I‘mm this enclosure,
vide the AMASE Act 2010 is a Prohibited Area and a 200 meters therecn
ia & Regulated Area fwithin which is located the Buffer Zone) which au-
thorizes the Archaeological Survey of India jowner of Property) to contral
land use pattern and manage development o that it iz a value addition
to the Property.

Development beyond site is under the jurisdiction of fllowing authorities,

Touriam infrastructure — Department of Touriam, Gove. of ODISHA

Water supply, sewerage, land-acquisition - District collector

security and discipline - Chandikhol palice station

Highway infrastructure and maintenance - NHAI

Approach road and settlement infrastructure - Gram Panchayat Neulpur/ Krushnadaspur

ANALYSING THE SITES: VALUE, SIGNIFICANCE, ISSUES AND THREATS

STHRENGTH OF THE SITE:
1. EXISTING ROAD AND TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE: 2. ASI PROTECTED SITES WITH BOUNDARY:

"

—_—

b e

The five sites chosen for atudy have devinite site bounda-
ries marked by the AS], thus are litigation free for any in-
tervention inside.

Malor road netwnrks connecting the wites, , Soaros - Auithor
T‘he 9x.|sung road nemm'k to the sites are good and well
Twao ] pass nearby the sites
connecting them to major cities likee: paradeep, Bhubane-
awar and kolkata, Thus the sites have potential to grow
given the promotion it needed.,

3. POTENTIAL FOR HERITAGE-ECO-TOURISM

T TR T
U AETYE GG P

At
:

arlotend aseas far eno-seireate, Source -

Busiior

ISSUES AND THREAT ANALYSIS:

AT BUILDING LEVEL: AT SITE LEVEL:
1. Bculptures placed randomly with out any regard to move-
ment plan inside monasteries and other structures, dis-
rupts the visitor experience,

2. Some of these structures like the rock-cut stepwell are
not functional.

1. The location, orientation and
accessibility to museum and
interpretation center is difficult
for smooth crowd movement.

2. Those sites not protected by AS] have severe security
issues,
3. The under

sites lack

and

4, Lack of green cover at the newly excavated sites is a con-
cern, in regards to the landscape. Along with that either the
missing Bodhi trees or the Bodhi tree along with several
other tress not recognized as a sacred groove, their lack of
highlight is a concern as well.

3. Some strm Tures have mnseru.mm wark pending due to
tendering and

budgetary prabkms

4. Important reatoration work that may result in increasing
the value is pending. Ex. The drainage channels of Udaygiri.

4. Lack of income generating huba inside and outside the
Bites.

5. Chff edges net secured can be hazardoews for children,
Structure prone to accident like the atep well do not have
railings as well,

5. Lacks amenities for pilgrims like prayer and chanting
roam hall, meditation shade, water a1 open to wash up
before prayer,

B, Many sites, including the later developed landseaping
aren used as pasture land by locala

AT REGIONAL LEVEL:

‘.I Sik mmmgement ' The s]lc!, that are ml under A3l protection gravely lack any management. This creates problem with
> and conservation work.

2. and p : Many of the siles wers mlhoul any kind of protection, Thus lhc sites
are venerable to Loaters and nLher rtisance creators. No proper plan for disaster The lack of d. lesd-
ing to improper restoration post hazard.

3. Promotion on different levels : The sites that are frequented by locals, few visitors across India and very minor number
of international tourists., These sites severely lack infrastructure to actually promote international pilgrimage.

4. Eeological and natural landscapes: The landscapes of this region change drastically to meet the need for agricultural
lands, excessive stone mining changing the flood plain. All these are impacting the authenticity in landscapes of these sites.

5. Lacks off and i Omne of the major izsues with this sites is the lost connection site and
locals, The expelled fmigrated weaver community are still called * Buddha Tanti™ (Buddha weavers}, the locals from nearby
villages see the sites as just one of many sources of income.

6. Industrialization and its impact on river: T'hc river Bmhmm and its tributaries are the ma;utr water source for many
of the industries on its valley. But the i le discharge of of Linto river has o 1its quality, Thus the region

now depends on ground water. This has a bad impact on hoth the water table and aoil.
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STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF

THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BRAHMANI RIVER VALLEY.
STATEGIES AND PROPOSALS:

'
L <

ot amo qd e«-‘l-.
2. Un necessary interventions such
as pumping water in and out of the
rock cut step well to be stopped,
and only made on the day before
Buddha Purnima or nay special re-
ligious occasion when the water ia
necessary.
Top of the stepwell to be covered by
transparent material and railinga
installed for security purpose.

Herule

1. Proper display design in-situ for the sculp-
tures kept inside the monasteries and
shrines. This may include a conjectural re-
constructed model of the structure itself for
better understanding

AT BUILDING LEVEL

o fiEsak |30

HET I

HEHTEE R
Froper guide map with relerence imagery for z
Preventive measures such as fencing, ditches and shades pro- bekizs vislor maament. R LGS
vided for under conservation structures,
2. The site can be con-
nected to river Birupa
to add scope of recrea-
tiomn,

2. Re-buriyal of excavated sites that do
not qualify for congervation work by ASI

1. LONG TERM EXPLORATION AND EXCA- or any other Party

VATION PLAN:
1. Protective installations and railings

Step 1: Preparation of Base Map using latest
tools techniques and technologies
Step 2: Geo-prospecting Survey, LIDAR and

around the site near cliff areas . These rail-
ings can be designed with the impression of
railings installed around a atupa that depicts

Ground Penetration Radar different stories.
Step 3 ing of the sub-surf: 1

ogy overlap with Base Map
ints of Datai

Step 4 Prs ' Detail Arch Among  many  ways of reburyal 5 Prepration of her-
Exploration Report prior commencement of sand+geo-textile and earth are the bear  i1AEF  master p_lan
wark combination for the region for 15 or more sites

Step 5: Scientific Archaeological exploration in the region.

and excavations as per the report

AT REGIONAL LEVEL

4. Heritage Trail connecting %

the five sites through fand = = . o
and water,

4. Dividing =ite into zones for control over development.
Minimum intervention to heritage core includes, conser-
vation and restoration work, addition of signage and
ather v il ion, and land i
The religious areas should have intervontions lkeeping
the sacredness in mind,

3. Dividing site into zones for control over development,
Minimum intervention to heritage core includes, conserva-
tion and restoration work, addition of signage and other

i ion, p and i The re-
ligious areas should have interventions keeping the sacred-
ness in mind.

3. Extensive forestation in and arround
archaeological sites and river bank to
re-ereate the past landseape.

FALLOWING ARE A FEW RECOMENDATION THAT WILL
BE APPLIED AT BOTH AREA AND REGIONAL LEVEL:
1. Identification and of AND LANDSCAPE HERITAGE

ype and its impl in develop-

2. Further reserch on Buddhist land
ing archaeological sites.

3. Environmental - Quarrying is not to be allowed within 1km of the heritage
zone as a general principle because it alters the natural land form.

Fians s, aboaig wwtertedy, ik borral aied scitlomcaty | weutee  fther 4. b Py thoriged

nprop and like the all af
land to industrial or minning projects should not be allowed nearby as it may
hamper the ambiance of the site and and experience of a person.

DESIGN INTERVENTIONS AT UDAYGIRI SITE AS A MODEL PROJECT:

Fallowing are the design interventions proposed to the UDAYGIRI archaeological site which will act as a model for any future Bud-
dhist sites in need of development.

INTERPRETATION CENTER :

This will house the antiguities
found at site and will explain the
site and its significance through

Lotus pond and Dharma pavil-
fons :Lotus has greal significance
in Buddhism and often depicted as
a aymbol of Buddha himself. Thus

various models such as audie-visu-

al, digital and live models etc. This
ill wlso  accommodate all  the

amenities needed at the site.

OPEN AIR MEDITATION ZONE:
Thiz will selve the issue regarding
lack of space for pilgrima to  have
prayer,

It would be made of 1" high stone
base to sit on with a symbel of
Buddha in the center.

~ FOOD COURT AND KIOSK:

41}3 |

A food court will charter to the tour-
ists and will be a source of income

for locals,

| Souviner shops may also be a part

of it.

putting a lotus pond inside will add
significatice as well apathetic value
to the site, The pavilions and path
surrounding the pond fallows the
Buddhist preaching of path 1o
moksha.

3 A,




STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE BUDDHIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF BERAHNMANI RIVER VALLEY.
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