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Tribes of Bastar
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AIM: The aim of this thesis is to spatially map the ritualistic

Bastar Dusshera Preliminary research on Bastar and Tribal

landscape of Bastar Dusshera. Culture of Bastar

RITuAL
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The most prominent festival in the region is the Dusshera. This festival began in the

5y rd i 60 e d g . e o o 75 d . GRRGHVR R p——
presiding goddess of Bastar. Hundreds of priests from all over the state bring their * Mapping the festival of Dusshera in Bastar § . SPACE
flowers-bedecked local deities to the Danteshwari temple in Jagdalpur. * Studying the history of Bastar, advent of Devi Jatra and its transformation to Bastar Dusshera \ ~/ Primary Secondary
* Demarcating the ritualistic landscape of Bastar Dusshera in Jagdalpur city Survey Survey
* Analyzing the spatial relationship of the rituals in their respective locations
* Establishing the relationship between people+ place+ time+ ritual géguigezﬁ’] g rlace’ time and ritual as co-dependent factors
SCOPE:
* While anthropologists, and social scientists have studied the festivities time and again a spatial understanding of this _
festival in context with people, time and place has never been done.
* This study aims at documenting this festival and understanding the relationship between various aspects of the festival
with the dimension of Space in which they are being carried out in confluence with the element of time.
* The region is completely untouched and unexplored so there is a huge scope of work here. . Data Reserve HerieageiMaphing
Analysis

* Various anthropological, social

i 3

Fig 1: Chariot Procession during Dusshera TRADITIONAL and historical studies have been _ _
Source: Unexplored Bastar DIMENSION Conducted on Bastar by Various
national and international
scholars. v
. m rs al i h
A Some papers o disuss e N ——
cultural practices and festivals of
EXPERIENTIAL SOCIAL the tribal people of this region.
DIMENSION DIMENSION ,
. Howerer thre hastic boen s lssues  Possibiites.
study that covers the ritualistic
and spatial aspects of Bastar
b P CONCLUSION
‘ €L v Dusshera.
Fig 2: Tribal dancing F 2:-Jo Bthaa rit aI
S ogu rce: Author S(Zi e zlutfllor Hrtu DISI\I/)IIEIEIS?(I;N Fig 6: Identifying the knowledge gap Fig 7: Methdology adopted to proceed with the thesis

Source: Author Source: Author

LIMITATION: EXPECTED OUTCOME:

Rituals and Duties Deities associated with Dusshera

- respecung e tribal beliefs some rituals which are exclusive Spatial map of ritualistic landscape of Bastar Dusshera

Each tribe has a particular duty to perform during Dusshera. These are often the
things that they also do for earning a livelihood. Odisha’s Saoras build the Dusshera
rath that carries the deity. The Dhakada tribe supervises the construction. Khaki
tribe worships the chariot before it is taken out. The Parja provide ropes to pull the
chariot and the Mana and Dhurva tribe pull the chariot.

for the tribal community were not attended and could not ~ * Identification of various scales of the festival of Dusshera

be documented first hand * Creation of a spacio-cultural study that can be applied

* The pandemic took the study a few steps back as there were in all festive events in Bastar and across India
massive transformations in 2020

e Since itisa 75 days long festival, some processes and rituals
y g p
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Fig 9: Mawli Mata, Jagdalpur
Source: Author

Fig 8: Danteshwari Devi, Dantewada
Source: Dainik Bhaskar

Fig 4: A portrait 0f C/mrzot procession in front of Dantesbwarz temple
Source: Author

Town of Jagdalpur acts like a
melting pot of culture and
traditions as this festival and
its celebration goes on there
and gives an identity and
purpose to the
commercial city. The state

otherwise
organized  festivities of
Dusshera are a legacy for the

people of the city.

Dusshera acts as a binding
factor for the tribes of the
region as this the one time of
the year that they all get

The Tribes of Bastar honour
their local deities along with
Devi Danteshwari and Mawli
and put together all the hard

work showing their faith, skills
towards their
their traditional

forget their
and work in

together,

differences and respect

beliefs and
knowledge systems that they

\pass down to generations. -/

unison for cultural continuity,

_/

harmony and growth.

\_

Fig 10: Anga Dev
Source: Author

Fig 11: Anga Dev

Source: Author
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Process of Documentation

SITE VISITS- DOCUMENTATION- BUILDING CONTACTS
Date Day Location Task People encountered Information Gathered
1. Tribal Population 2. Local 1 Rituals of the festival
Saptami to 1. First visit to the region Youth 3. Local 2. whereabouts of ritual
October, 2018 . P . Jagdalpur T & photographers 4. Researchers ' .
Vijaydashmi 2. Visual observer . . 3. Photo documentation
from various parts of India 4. Readine material
5. Local Historians ) g
1. Collector, Bastar- IAS Ayyaz Tamboli 1. Schedule of Rituals
. . . . 2. Historian- Om Soni 3. 2. whereabouts of ritual
First weekend 1. Meeting targeted people for interviews - . . .
September, 2019 Jagdalpur . . . Commissioner- Municipal Corporation 3. Photo documentation
of september 2. Observing construction of Chariot .
Jagdalpur 4. Professors 4. Preliminary Data
from Bastar University 5. How the festival is managed
Panchami to 1. Collector, Bastar- IAS Ayyaz Tamboli
5th October- Baras (12th day . . . 2. Historian- Om Soni 3. 1. Details of Rituals
. 1. Witnessing every ritual of Dusshera - . . .
12th October, of the monthin  Jagdalpur > Observine construction of Chariot Commissioner- Municipal Corporation 2. whereabouts of ritual
2019 Hindu ’ g Jagdalpur 4. Professors 3. Photo documentation
calender) from Bastar University
. 1. Witnessing preparations in Danteshwari 1 Historian- Om Soni 2. liya 1. Details of MF:\W|I Parghav
7-8th October, Shashthi- Temple 2. 2. Documentation of
. Dantewada . . Baba 3. Local youth .
2019 Saptami Following the procession from Dantewada . Danteshwari temple
4. Activists from Dantewada .
to Jagdalpur 3. Ritual cycle at Dantewada
1. Details of local art and craft
. . . . and artisans
14th- 18th- Stk 1. Documentf':\tlon of_IocaI handicraft 1. Social entrepreneur- Jeet Singh Arya > Documentation of
Jagdalpur 2. Documenting tourist places (natural and 2. Local Photographers 3. Anzar
December, 2019 | Wednesday . L . workshops and houses
man-made sites) Nabi ji 4. Ar. Nisha Bothra . .
3. Listing of all tourist sites
near Jagdalpur
1. Acquiring details of Dusshera festivities . - . = Deta!ls of local art and craft
amid lockdown ) 1. Commissioner- Municipal Corporation [and artisans
11th- 14th- Fridav- Mondav  Jagdalour  Knowine about alterations in the " UDP 2. Local Photographers 2. Documentation of
December, 2020 Y ¥ gca’p g 3. Anzar Nabi ji 4. Ar. workshops and houses
gty Nisha Bothra 3. Listing of all tourist sites
3. Schedule for Dusshera 2021 ) g
near Jagdalpur
1. Detail documentation of
Lo LTS (Z:hfi:g; m:fk:intials alread
1. Documenting chariot construction 2. Local authorities h;a engd y
4th- 8th Saturday- Jaedalour 2. Meeting the tribes that make the chariot 3. Jeet Singh Arya 3 E:ekin ermission to
September, 2021| Wednesday gdalp 3. Schedule of Dusshera 2021 4. Abhishek Thakur a’;tend vagrigus fituals
4. Schedule for Dusshera 2021 5. Advisor to Collector- Sheikh Suhail .
4. Informing about and
6. Praveer Sena . .
monetizing my documentation
work
1. Tribesmen 1. Detail documentation of
L 2. Local authorities rituals of Dusshera
1. Documenting rituals . .
. 3. Researchers from Warangal 2. Listing of rituals
10th- 18th . 2. Documenting ritual spaces . . L .
Friday- Sunday, Jagdalpur ' 4. King- Kamalchandra Bhanjdeo 3. Listing of ritual spaces
october, 2021 3. Expert Interviews .
A Gathering reading material 5. Collector- Rajat Bansal 4. Boks and papers gathered
’ & g 6. Celebrated author- Rudranarayan 5. Photo and video
Panigrahi documentation
1. Details of Mawli Parghav
1. Witnessing preparations in Danteshwari 1. Historian- Om Soni 2. Documentation of
12th October, Shashthi- Temple 2. 2. Jiya Baba Danteshwari temple
. Dantewada . . ;
2020 Saptami Following the procession from Dantewada 3. Local youth 3. Ritual cycle at Dantewada
to Jagdalpur 4. Activists from Dantewada 4. Documenting spaces in the
procession

Fig 23: Various Phases of Documentation
Source: Author

OBSERVATION

INFORMATION

PATTERN

HYPOTHESIS

CONFIRMATION

The research uses Saunder’s research Onion
(2007) as a base to put together an effective
methodology to aid further in a successful

documentation and analysis

STAKEHOLDERS

Methods of Data Collection

Data retrieved from Questionnaire

Data Sorting

Qualitative Data Other Data

Quantitative Data

Data Analysis Flow charts, Tables and other methods of data representation

Categorization of sorted data into Sub-Heads

Data Comparison and analysis

Synthesis in form of matrix

Tribes of Bastar

Bastar Royal Family
Municipal Corporation
Praveer Sena/ Volunteers
Local people of JDP

Visitors/ Tourists

Fig 11: Stakeholders at Bastar Dusshera
Source: Author

Statistical Data related to the District

10t of the district:

Table 4 Roads connectivity and status

Particulars Details Roads | Connectivit | Length of | Status
Area 4029 km y Road
Division Bastar New Tirathgarh to | 10 KM one lane
Sub divisions 3 road Nangur road
Blocks 7
Villages 595 New Kama 35KM Two lane
No. of Panchayats 317 road memorial to road
Municipalities 2 Darbha road
Total Population 8,34,375
_ . Upgrade | Kangerdhara [ 11 KM one lane
Scheduled Tribe Population 521000 (62.40%). Lcl T'L' thearh p
Scheduled Caste Population 15000 (1.8%) , , roa - irathgar rod
Citeracy rafe 5315 | Agriculture H Barren/Unculturable, road
B Builtup W Forest -
Upgrade | Chitrakot —|[15 KM Two lane
road Tamraghum road
ar road
Upgrade | Chitradhara |8 KM Two lane
road —  Chitrakot road
road
Table 2 Tourist Growth rate
TOURIST TRAFFIC
& & S
& & &
u £ £ g
2| 2| 5| £ - | £ B UHIRALUD WAIERFALL
- =1 = 5] - - =
5 = 2 5| 2 | =5 B TAMRA GHUMAR
W DALFATSAGAER
2012 (90476 |- 142 90618 B 3ASTAF PALACE
B JARAYANTEMPLE
2013 64594 (394|150 {53 |es0a4 | CHITRADFARA WATEFFALL
i B ARTHROPOLOSY MUSLIER
2014 |81878 |2.01 | 172 |12.7|82050 2?0 W OANTESHWARITENFLE
) LAMGER VALLEY HATICNAL PARK
2015 ;1370 2701134 |28.0 é1383 ?g B {AMGER VALLEY MATIOMAL PARK
B CAMGER CHARA
2016 19326 [41.0] o |, [19338 |41 <CTUNBAR CAVE
0 : 8 ! W TIFATHGARH \WATERFALL
2017 ‘214855 212 170 1247 ;4566 222 B TREAL VILLAGE MANGUN
Figure 7 Total growth rate
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Figure 2 Domestic growth rate Figure 3 Foreign growth rate

Figure 4 Total growth rate
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Regional Context
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Locating Dusshera in Bastar
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Area level- JAGDALPUR town
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Important landmarks of Jagdalpur

Deities/ Temples

Tantric Rituals

Nature Worship

Processions

ELEMENTS OF DUSSHERA

Dance/ Music

Ritual Spaces/ Routes

. Performing arts- music, dance, drama
Jagdalpur acts as a container of the

festival along with all its elements like-
people (tribal groups, visitors, tourists),

rituals, activities of leisure and exchange 3 *%
e o
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Dusshera fair organized on the ground is front of palace- market for
handicrafts, local materials, fashion, cuisine, and interaction
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Town changing forms and creation of
informal ritual and performative spaces M

Emerging r(arkets around the
processional route during the festival
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Ritualistic Landscape of Bastar: a case
"‘m:\ ~ of Bastar

Fig 23: Elements of Bastar Dusshera

INTRODUCTION TO SITE

Sheet No. Scale North

7 |

NISHTHA JOSHI e ,‘
2020MC0O017 R { |

14

! i
' ‘I
13 ! ‘{

[ \

I <
S Ny .




Precinct Level- Historic Core of the city

Figure 11: Royal Paloce Jagdolpur
Source: Author

Figurr 12- Danteshnwars T(mpk
Source: Author

l‘?pur 13- Rath Parikrama MIJ
Source: Anzar Nabi
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Map: Dusshera Precincts
Source: Google maps
Developed by: Author

Spatial anchors of Dusshera Nogar Gudi Palace Road

14

Fig 20: Danteshwari Temple
Source: Author

Particulars Details

Area 4029 km Map 5: Site Map for Bastar Dusshera

Bivision Bastar showing the town of Jagdalpur with its

Sub divisions 3 Municipal Boundary

Blocks 7 Source: Google Earth

Villages 595 .

No_of Panchayals = Developed in GIS by Author

Municipalities 2

Total Population 8,34,375
—

Scheduled Tribe Population 521000 (62.40%). <

Scheduled Caste Population 15000 (1.8%) g

Literacy rate 53.15 'g
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Elevation A2

Fig 21: Mawli Temple Fig 22: Sirhasar Bhawan -
Source: Author Source: Author Sirhasar Chowk Shops
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Palace- external wall = Singh Dwar Palace- external wall Shops OIld Rath  Sirhasar Bhawan Open space for chariots
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Bastar Palace before beginning of

preparations for Dusshera
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Palace chowk- one of the most important spaces that beholds many
rituals of the festival and is the point from the festival starts
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Elevation D1

Elevation D2

Jagannath Temple Bank Mawli Mata temple Food stalls Open ground Hanuman Temple  Palace Road

Danteshwari Temple

Residential structures

Audience stands  Food stalls  Open ground Food stalls along with audience stands

Temple Audience stands Sheds along with stands Open space Nagar Gudi Danteshwari

Precinct of Dusshera during the festival

“\\-——_
Steps used as stands for local people and visitors to

witness the rituals and activities going on.

Various open spaces in the city activated as ritual
centers or places of fun activities of the tribal culture.
This sketch depicts a scene of cock fighting and the

locals cheering and betting on who will win.
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Ritualistic Landscape of Bastar: a case
of Bastar
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Evolution of Bastar Evolution of Kakatiya Kingdom Settlements in Jagdalpur town Influences on Dusshera

Madhai mela
This is a festival that is celebrated every year during
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Fagun where local gods and goddesses of every

KESLUR village are worshipped. The worship starts with
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various cultural programs to celebrate the festival
with pomp and show. It is held in huge grounds to
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Tribes performing and celebrating Fagum Madhai
Source: www.hamarbastar.comco
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Kingship and the community

1. Bastar in Ramayana 3. Bastar in Mahabharata

Mahakantara (HBTHIAR) was dense forested area in
Chhattisgarh and Odisha comprising Kalahandi, undivided
Koraput and Bastar regions. Asurgarh was capital of
Mahakantara. Kantara was extended from the up to the bank

The capital of Bastar was Kumbhavati in the epic period, which
is called Madhumant in the Ramayana. Under its limits, the
former Bastar state, Jaipur Zamindari, Chanda Zamindari and
the north part of the Godavari river were included in modern
Andhra Pradesh, that is, the Ramayana era 'Dandak Forest' is
the Dandakaranya of today's Bastar.

of river Vena, tributary of Godavari. It is generally accepted
that Kantara means a forest-tract of 'wilderness'.

2. House of Shabri
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Mention in Ancient text A
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Shabari was a woman from a village in Janjgir- Champa which
also fell in the Dandkaranya region. According to Krishna Dutt,
she was a seeker of knowledge and wanted to know the
meaning of Dharma. After days of travel, she met Sage
Matanga at the foot of Mount Rishyamukha. The sage
responded that, if she offered seva (service), Lord Rama would
give her darshana.

Kantara kingdom has been also referred to in ST e

. . . . £9%QgIATRAN TR X RS Rl
the Sanskrit works like Bribatsambita and % A

* Muria painting showing social order and daily life in
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the Puranas.
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History of Bastar Dusshera

The festival starts with making
of the chariot. Every year one
chariot is constructed. No
chariot is used for more than 2
years. Phool rath goes around
in the former days and Vijay
rath is active during Bheetar
Raini and Bahar Raini. 55- 60
cubic meter of Sal wood is
used to make one chariot.

Purushottam Dev went to Puri during Rath Yatra as he did every year
but something different happened this year (1408 C.E.). Being
impressed by his offerings, Lord Jagannath appeared in the dreams of
the King and asked him to welcome Bastar Naresh.

Tantric Practices

An yearly affair

= The king accepted the 16
wheeled  chariot. He
brought 360 Aranyak

brahmin families with

Various Tantric practices are
conducted among, the
festivities of Dusshera. Some
of them are Jogi Bithaai and

. . Nisha Jatra. These are mostl
him to Bastar to worship Y

the chariots and help in

we " the conducting the

Yyamm festival. They brought
28 with them several idols

of Lord Jagannath,

Balbhadra and Subhadra.

organized late in the night.

© magikindia.com

Animal sacrifice is an integral
., part of almost every ritual of
# Dusshera be it Paat Jatra,

Nisha Jatra or Chariot

He offered 4 wheels to / . i )
processions. It is considered to

lord  Jagannath  and
brought the 12 wheeled
chariot with him. Along

bring good luck as the goddess
- would get happy with the

offering. It is also done to

with him came his people ward off evil eye and to seek

who were very happy blessings from the goddesses.

about  whatever  was

happening,.
Madhota (1411-12)
First Dusshera celebrated

King Virsingh Deo started the

The capital of the region was usage of two chariots- 4 wheels and
Dantewada during the time of 8 wheels due to issues related to
Purushottam Dev. The capital workability of the previous chariot.
shifted to several other places before
Jagdalpur.  The  evidences of
Dusshera celebrated during these

years is completely missing.

Association of Royal and Tribal
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Timeline of Research- Bastar Dusshera

First encounter
with Dusshera

Documentation-

Documentation
of festival
Building contacts

Festival as context
and Jagdalpur as site
for Bachelor's thesis

Written, graphic,
audio, visual
Inventorying

Master's thesis
formulation and
further study

— oSN N BN

2018

2019 2020 2021

Online research

2022

Documentation and

report for District
administration, Jdp

Fig 1:Timeline of Bastar Dusshera and related research in Author’s life
Source: Author

CULTURE

IDENTITY

WHERE DO | BELONG?

SENSE OF
BELONGING

Inferences from previous Research

All the derivatives in the research conducted suggested
that culture has various strong associations to human
nature and behaviour while being connected to various
levels of human mental programming.

Culture is not the same as identity but it affects our
identity prominently. Identity is people’s answer to the
question: “Where do I belong’

One can say it is their sense of belonging that helps
them understand their identity.

We can conclude that Culture affects our sense of
belongingness.

Fig 2: Relationship between Culture, ldentity and Belongingness
Source: Author

Intangible cultural heritage are the
traditions and
inherited from ancestors and passed on |

to

It can be defined as the heritage not

living

descendants.

having a physical presence.

Fig 21: Types of Cultural Heritage
Source: Author

expressions

Cultural Heritage

v v

Tangible cultural heritage

Intangible cultural heritage

| ,

Movable heritage

Immovable heritage

) I '

« Paintings » Historical buildings e Oral traditions & expression
« Sculptures « Monument « Social habits, rituals & festival
o Furniture « Archaeological sites « Traditional skills

e Wall paintings

Characteristics of Festive Events

Frame/ Space
Festive Events /

-People- Memory

Rituals- Time

Gathering Points

MOVEMENT

Fig 34: Characteristics of Festive Events
Source: Gayatri Nanda, PhD. Thesis

Processions

Characteristics of Processions

Processions

Chronological Pattern- TIME

Participants re-living- MEMORY

Routes connecting specific- PLACE

Fig 35: Characteristics of Processions
Source: Bell C. 1997. Rituals, Perspectives and Dimensions, New York, Oxford University Press

Spatial Manifestation of Processional Rituals

Time

People

Parameters to Analyze Processional Festivals

Spatial Parameters

S.No.

Process

Spatial Aspect

Territory

Narrative

Movement

Granularity

Triangulation

Intimacy

Sensuality

Scale

Rootedness

Nomenclature

Distinct Morphology of the edges

Symbolic Elements

Visual markers giving a sense of orientation
Landform contrasting city form

Symbolic Spaces

Points of Pauses with gathering spaces
Focal points

Viewing Platforms

Enclosure quality

Permeable edges

Defined processional route

Network of ritual spaces

Focal points

Multiple typologies of viewing platforms
Spillover Spaces

Permeable event Spaces

Multiple points of pauses with gathering spaces
Permeable spaces and facades

Foreground encouraging participation
Spillover spaces

Defined zones for different activities
Enclosure quality

Presence of focal points in form of chariots,
temple cars, palanquins

Multiple pause points with gathering spaces
Foreground to performance spaces

Community representative structures
Gathering spaces

Presence of public accessible buildings at edges
Scale of event spaces enable visual contact and
sharing of stage

Intermediate open spaces as spillover spaces

Viewing platforms

Scale of crowd

Lights and decoration

Defined zones for different activities
Number or elements/ props

Width and length of space

Spatial contrast with surroundings

Scale of chariots

Spatial rooting of rituals and activities to event
spaces

Scope of symbolic rooting

Nomenclature of streets and open spaces

Festival Morphology

UNESCO- Intangible Cultural Heritage of India Y
S.NO NAME OF ELEMENT STATE/ REGION CRITERIA YEAR OF S

B INSCRIPTION p ace

1 [Tradition of Vedic Chanting [ 2008

2 Ramlila North and Central Il 2008

3 [Kudiyattam Kerala | 2008 F : 1 P

4 Ramman Himalayas I, 1m 2009 eStlva arts
5 Mudiyettu Kerala I TAYAY; 2010 ‘

6 |Kalbelia Dance Rajesthan [NINIIAY 2010 R' l

7 Chhau Dance Eastern India I, 1, v 2010 | ltua S

8 Bhuddist Chanting Ladakh [, 11, 11 2012

9 |Sankirtana, Ritual Dancing Manipur I, m 2013 Place Festive Events

N o ' Fig 36: Spatial Dimension of Rituals
1(; '\I('radltlonal brass and copper craft of Utensil Making [Punjab I,V ;81461 Source: Author
oga . .
12  |Novruz Indian Sub-continent I TAYAY, 2016 Fzg 32: Festzwz[_Morp/oo[ogy
Allahabad, Haridwar, Ujjain Source: Theories of Van Gepp and Turner
13 |kumbh Mela and Nasik. ’ 2017 Fig 25: List of Elements inscribed in the Representative list of ICH- UNESCO from India
14  |Durga Puja Kolkata 2021 Source: UNESCO representative list of ICH
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Fig 37: Spatial aspects that enhance the
quality of events
Source: Gayatri Nanda, PhD. Thesis

2020MCO017




Listing of Rituals
ND(Zny Date Day Programme Description Location Time Tithi Ritual actors Type Materials Photographs
Paat Jatra Pooja Manjhi, chalki, Local
1 08.08.21 1 (Turlu Khotla, Teeka Wooden log is worshipped, marks first In front of Singh Dwar 11:00 15 Shravana .. s . ’ Rituals of exchange Wooden log of sal tree, Goat for
administration, volunteers -
Patha) day of Dusshera sacrifice
2 18.09.21 41 Deri Gadhai Mandapachhdan, sthambharohan Sirhasar Bhawan 11:00 28 Bhadrapada Manjhl,l\(/ZIhaIIth,.Member, Worship 2 wooden logs of Sal, 10 feet each,
emberin goat Mongri fish and eggs
Rath Nirman Construction of 40 feet high chariot . Everday from Deri Gadhai- Mavli >awra t.rlbal group from C!VII SNSRIy
08.10.21 61 . In front of Sirhasar Bhawan | morning to Bakawand janpada, carpenters Ritual drama
Prarambh begins : Parghav s .
evening from Umargaon Traditional craft Sal, Tinsa, Dhaman wood
Sacrifice
3 06.10.21 59 Kachangaadi Pooja Gaddi given to Kac'han devito seek Bhangaram Chowk 17:00 15 Ashwin Kuwari Kanya- Meergan Jaati Wors.hlp'
blessings Purification
Rituals of exchange Wood, iron nails, rope
4 Phool rath parikrama 4 wheeled chariot procession Processional path 19:00 Dwitiya- Saptami Interaction rites javcv:sied SIEIEG I E D LeE el
. : Festivals
5 07.10.21 60 Kalash Sthapana Pooja All temples 11:00 16 Ashwin Local women . . .
Rites of passage Kalash, pooja samagri
ST i : i animals f
Jogi Bithaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00 Man from Amabaal village Medltatlon rites T, POOIRISAMESTS, SRIMEES 107
Rituals of exchange sacrifice
6 Daily Navratra rituals All temples Moervn;;\;gnznd Ekam- Dusshera Local priests Worship
. Bel tree is worshipped by royal family . . : : . :
7 12.10.21 65 Bel Pooja o Sargipal village 11:00 22 Ashwin Royal family and other believers Worship
and other disciples
D :
8 13.10.21 66 Mahaashtami Puja antejsahgv(;/glr;)'lcﬁmple, 11:00 23 Ashwin Tituliar King Jiya Baba Worship
o Danteshwari t le, : : :
Mahaashtami Puja anteshwarl tempie 11:00 Jiya Baba local priests Worship
Dantewada
Nisha Jatra Pooja Anupama Chowk 22:30 Milku clan from Ghatlohanga E;tcur?fliigf SR
Mai ji ki doli From Dantewada to Rites of passage
_ 12:00 :
procession Jagdalpur Procession
9 14.10.21 67 Kunwari Pooja Kuwari kanya is worshipped Danteshwari temple 11:00 24 Ashwin Worship
Tantric ritual
Jogi Uthaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00 Meditation
Rituals of exchange
Mavli Parghav Pooja Gidam Road 20:00 Ritual drama
10 15.10.21 68 Bhitar Raini Pooja Rath s worshlpped before the Danteshwari Temple 11:00 25 Ashwin People frorp Lohandiguda Worship
procession starts village
: : Sirhasar to Danteshwari : : . Procession
Rath Parikrama Pooja el o [udl e 17:00 Madhia from Kilepal village Ritual drama
11 16.10.21 69 Bahar Raini Pooja SatiSbloss a?:rzilsen L L Gl Kumdhakot 11:00 26 Ashwin Muria tribal people Worship
Nava Khaai Kheeris made-from first harvest {rice) Kumdhakot 12:00-13:00 Muria tribe, Titular king In.tc.eractlon rites
for king all people Civil ceremony
it Pl Poc Rath is taken back to Danteshwari | Kumdhakot to Danteshwari 16:00 et i [dlleee] ilkse P'rocessmn
temple temple Ritual drama
12 17.10.21 70 - Refly | e e ':a:iii’;ftf””y Sl 11:00 27 Ashwin Worship
Muria Darbar Assgmbly of all I_ocal he_ads UL Sirhasar Bhawan 13:00 Civil ceremony
minister and titular king of Bastar
13 18.10.21 71 Kutumb Jatra Pooja Return of Ioca_l dieties to their Ganga Munda talab 28 Ashwin Worship
respective places
14 19.10.91 75 Dantesf.\war.l mata |return of goddesses to their respective R e 11:00 29 Ashwin Worshlp
Vidaai places Procession
\}““\HGANDARC#
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1. PAAT JATRA- Day 1 2. DERI GADAI- Day 41 3. Kachan Gaadi Pooja- Day 59 4. Phool Rath Parikrama- Dvitiya- Saptami 10. Bheetar Raini- Day 72 : ; 12. Muriya durbar- Day 74 13. Devi Vidaai- Day 75
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e Ritual Description Location Day | Timing

On the tenth day (Vijayadashami) of the month
of ashwin, Jagdalpur welcomes its highest number of

“This ritual is performed by the head pricst
of Devi Dantcshwari cemple  (Shri

On the fourteenth day, goddess Danteshwari is
hiped and h d with a onificent

4 wheeled chariof

Lalluprasad currently). For this, carcfully L [prootan et Becee g Foe R . L

sclocted picces of Sal wood in four parcans  enarstethe - agéapuprave from e ® devotees. The newly constructed chariot (with eight farewell. She takes her leave as the king himself

numbers are brought from a village called estvties wheels) with goddess Danteshwari’s chatra in it is carries her on his shoulders. She travels back to
Wardng e Dantewada as flowers shower on her way and

taken around the city. Once the holy chariot returns

Biranpal and arc assembled in Sirasar
to the gates of the Rajmahal, it is ready to be stolen.

bhawan. The ritual is performed by several devotees stand with their hands folded in

Panara
offering fish. cggs, parched paddy, flowers ey | e | b prayers.
and paan and aficr sceing the blossings B ||| = | | i) e || e The festival ends on the fourteenth day of the
new chariot construction begins. Bida, Khaja month of ashwin and leaves behind a memory of
| STy coming together. A celebration of seventy-five
onmunty days revives the cultural nature of the area 6
— — BT —r— Tl Images of the processional route acting as ritual containers Zo
during processions. R
s event s« el e @
b, Chalk, NG 2
eri gadai the woods are j=lccal alace chowk ravana am. . . P : : p ]
I T S e = ) On the twelfth day of the month of ashwin, the ritual Kachin-jatra is performed in the first half. \,...M...<-£Z:'};“;‘i‘"
nlookers o ‘ ¥
,h:\::::;,. — Kachindevi is worshiped and thanked for her blessings. After this ritual, Muriya Darbar is arranged at suneir A 7
% . i = - - . . . . i ' - F
O, GG Lo L) LA — — L the Sirasar Bhawan. Muriya Darbar is a one hundred and two year old event. The Manjhi (or leaders & t
2 " alace chowk 15 Shravana 11.30a.m. ’
Precinct map showing location of ritual with respect to Danteshwari temple, Palace and Sirhasar Bhawan. [ = o M s e v of different villages) and other representatives from the villages came together to present their issues ; M e ¥
™ Riual Description | Sgnificant People. ] _ Location [ to the king and their elected representatives. The chief minister of Chhattisgarh has ensured his g (Y 2l & ©
sl escripion caton i : a starts with this ritua A - . . - i ) g Gidam AR A prh N
N, (] (sl e C Ml Bastar Dussehra starts with this ritual Y presence in the Muriya Darbar since last eight years. The first Muriya Darbar was held on 8 March, ! J = B e
because the life of most Bastariyas o o T or e [VOVEWENT | cemren o . T chan e s sested urwartfanya o &3 . . hen the authorities had h d th jhis to bri h d as th 4 w &
I e st o, they who live in Bastar is carved by muAL__ | paTreRn POINT MARKED klofbell o | S | Epeny b (L z Deri Gadhai | 1876 when the authorities had honoured the Manjhis to bring together an event as grand as the / e =
1 o e s LG || s the woods. Their life has rather Frreees handent B fericontosar horermer o £ 7 £ Dussehra. Y ey [
mT—— i dependec most o the Forests and it o | oencan | coes | v | conpumersanromna | o= [ oma | v handers heesivies _riooes g Muria Durbar : D e S - 28
uting nal e e P o - 3 s =
oo o wardof el eve [, Crlk gift of the woods to them. This event ) oven ves | Cearpenters woriing n [ the . { Bithaai A
, BT o o | s || 2o o hem Thic o Jogi Bithaai 2 g
Danteshwari, mawliand &1 L . & - 2 aila Devi Pooja Jocal government, 2 15shravana | 7p.m, ("
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Sirasar bhawan wherein he stays for the next 9 days Dusschra which is completed at crop) was celebrated in the villages. The Adivasi tribes thus, took away the same day goddess Mavli also takes her
village  Sargipal. This ritual s chariot to kumhdakot where they could celebrate Navakhani with their
performed after compledion of five king. In this light on the night of Vijayadashami the chariot is taken away
days of Phool rath Yatra or the night . - it by the Adivasis
of Shashti tithi. For this, after return
of the Phool Rath to Danteshwari N L
temple, the temple  priest, Manjhi, & ° 3
Mukhia and others go to village - N INz o .
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trec for participation in Dusschra. — = Dei Dantsvai, along wih Mavls Map of Jagdalpur town- Area Level with different rituals at their specific locations
lcave Danteshwari temple, Dantewada . . .
and goes on a path to Fljcac]\ Jagdalpur Current titular king, Praveer Chandra Bhanjdeo
but on the way they are welcomed by 5 worshipping the local gods before sending them off.
villsges who ste aseady waiing for 9. Mawli Parghav-Day 71
them to reach their villages in large
numbers. Final stop before reaching
the destination is the Jiya Dera §
Finally, at night, goddess Mavli (goddess Danteshwar’s sister) reaches Jagdalpur in goddess Danteshwari’s dols and along
with that arrives goddess Danteshwari’s chatra (a symbol of the goddess that can be worshiped). The idol of goddess Mavi
e is created by a new cloth painted with sandalwood paste and is covered with flowers. The two goddesses and many ather
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deities from villages in Bastar are welcomed by the royal family, the royal priest and the royal teacher.

: 5 .
" Dalpat Sagar
f pumpkin Anupama CifwR] 1.'

to make her happy. Two )

Sareit . off
# a1

¢ "
d one in th P il
o Matkote t
s Kali. Matkoe ;
ddess f
is offered a black pigeon Gid Kilcpa? onden 4
» Mangur fish — st e 1
f
o ( ( '
ot I
‘ Lomhwada v
omens. The tradition of ' Duntcabwari Mandie —— —
such  sacrifices s v L
presumed to have started %
in the fourteenth >
century




Ritual Listing and Analysis

No. of N N
Daa;: Date Day Description Type Materials Photographs
Paat Jatra Pooja Manijhi, chalki, Local
1 08.08.21 1 (TurluKhotla, |Wooden log is worshipped, In front of Singh Dwar 11:00 15 Shravana administration, Rituals of exchange [Wooden log of sal tree, Goat
Teeka Patha) _Imarks first day of Dusshera volunteers for sacrifice
- . [2 wooden logs of Sal, 10 feet
2 18.09.21 41 Deri Gadhai Mandapachhdan, Sirhasar Bhawan 11:00 28 Bhadrapada i, @ el i), .Member, Worship leach, goat Mongri fish and
sthambharohan Memberin
feggs
Everday Sawra tribal group from Civil ceremon
Rath Nirman Construction of 40 feet high In front of Sirhasar from Deri Gadhai- Mavli Bakawand janpada, N Y
08.10.21 61 . y . Ritual drama
Prarambh chariot begins Bhawan morning to Parghav carpenters from L
B [Traditional craft .
evening Umargaon Jsal, Tinsa, Dhaman wood B
Sacrifice
3 06.10.21 59 Kachangaadl gaddi given to Ka({han devito e e 17:00 15 Ashwin Kuwari Kanya? Meergan ‘No.rs.hlp.
Pooja seek blessings Jaati Purification
Rituals of exchange Wood, iron nails, rope
4 PhO.OI (el 4 wheeled chariot procession Processional path 19:00 Dwitiya- Saptami Interaction rites 4 wheeled cI’ﬁnot, flowers,
parikrama Jgoat for sacrifice
5 | 071021 P | e SiERE All temples 11:00 16 Ashwin Local women Festivals ) )
Pooja Rites of passage Kalash, pooja samagri
Jogi Bithaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00 Man from Amabaal village| a’:::;lt:gfo:;g‘e:nge ?;:,;i?.jﬁcseamagri, animals
I ifi
6 Dally.Navratra All temples Morn|an Ekam- Dusshera Local priests Worship
rituals and evening|
7 | 121021 65 BelPooja | D€l tree s worshipped by royal | -, i) ijage 11:00 22 Ashwin Royalfamily andother {1,
family and other disciples believers
3 13.10.21 66 Mahaas.htaw Danteshwari temple, 11:00 23 Ashwin Tlt'ullar King Worship
Puja Jagdalpur Jiya Baba
Mahaashtaml Danteshwari temple, 11:00 liya Ba.ba Worship
Puja Dantewada local priests
" N . Milku clan from Rituals of exchange
Nisha Jatra Pooja Anupama Chowk 22:30 Ghatlohanga bsacrifice
Mai ji ki doli From Dantewada to 12:00 Rites of passage
procession Jagdalpur : Procession
9 14.10.21 67 Kunwari Pooja | Kuwarikanyais worshipped | Danteshwaritemple 11:00 24 Ashwin {Worship
[Tantric ritual
Jogi Uthaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00 [Meditation
Rituals of exchange
D] Pa‘rghav Gidam Road 20:00 Ritual drama
Fooja
10 15.10.21 68 Bhitar Raini Pooja Rathis mehleEd before the Danteshwari Temple 11:00 25 Ashwin et from ponailescs Worship
procession starts village
Rath Parikrama Slrhasﬁrto Madhia from Kilepal  |Procession
Rh Danteshwari templeto] ~ 17:00 b Ritual drama
) Kudhhakot 8 1t
11 16.10.21 69 Bahar Raini Pooja Rathis stolen and taken to Kumdhakot 11:00 26 Ashwin Muria tribal people  |Worship
Kudhakot forest
Nava Khaai KheerAIS made from first Kumdhakot 12:00-13:00 Muria tribe, Titular king Ir,tgractlon rites
harvest (rice) for king all people Civil ceremony
Rath Parikrama Rath is taken back to Kumdhakot to 16:00 Madbhia from Kilepal  |Procession
Pooja Danteshwari temple Danteshwari temple : village Ritual drama
12 | 171021 70 e Em i Kachan deviis respectfully 11:00 27 Ashwin Worship
Pooja bidden farewell
[Assembly of all local heads with
Muria Darbar  |chief minister and titularking of|  Sirhasar Bhawan 13:00 Civil ceremony
Bastar
13 18.10.21 71 Kutumb.Ja(ra Return of Ioca.l dieties to their Ganga Munda talab 28 Ashwin Worship
Pooja respective places
14 | 191021 72 |Panteshwarimatal return of goddesses totheir | . 1o variTemple | 11:00 29 Ashwin (Worship
Vidaai respective places Procession

Analysis of the culture of Bastar: Dusshera

Analysis of the festival and associated knowledge w.r.t. five domains of ICH by UNESCO

S.NO. DOMAIN

DESCRIPTION

PRESENT SCENARIO

Oral Traditions and

astar's entire history is based upon oral traditions and this can
e reflected in their rel

ell alive and still being.

lexpressions driv the culture of the region

lhowever lack of interest and dying.
raditions can also be noticed

to coming geerations

e ibes a lost
2 Performing Arts [ festivlfuith 5 arenot
buring various ituals Ehowing inteest n learning them
[Gathering of various tribes at one place beyond border and
Soclal practices, rituals [ram Aive and st being practsed a regular
3 frtervals however many transformations gong.

and festive events

becular, politcal and religiousrituals and practices

n and

Knowledge and practices

howledge of ecology and natural resources, possesion rites, and

il being practised but it is dificul to transmit

4 feoncerning nature and thefoowiedge of foraand Dot e
universe i
he
5 |Traditional C i bellmetal work, fcontinue and are flourishing culturaly and
barmboo craftand Tumba craft beonomically

Analysis of Rituals of Dusshera
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Separation stage E> Transition stage E:> Incorporation stage
Preliminal rites Liminal rites Postliminal rites
separating from transitional period incorporating back into

previous identity

social world after transition

Analysis of the rituals of Dusshera

Central Focal

=

Drama

Spatial Dimension

(S m]
g L
ircumambulatory Large Crowd Intertwined with
and destination Bearing Urban Fabric
specific
Experiential dimension
Growth | | Learning | | Encounters | | Journey |

Fig 27: Clomponentsof Ritual (Spatial and Experiential)
Source: Smith, 1972; Falassi, 1987; Pine and Gilmore, 1999; Schechner, 2003; Greg and Palmer, 2010; Andrews and Leopold, 2013; Cudny, 2016

Fig 28: Characreristics of Rials

Source: Boyer P, Lienard P. 2020 Ingredients of Rituals and their cognitive underpinnings. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. B 375:20190439
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Analysis of town as a ritual container of Dusshera

Local

Tourist

&

City In

City Residence

(within core/ outside core)

Lodging/ resting

Lodging/Business/Leisure

Temples/

landmarks

Market, other spots

City Tour

Residence

Nearby Tourist places

Identification of Issues

Lack of documentation of rituals,

practices and traditional knowledge

Younger generations of the tribal
communities becoming uninterested in
learning the traditional knowledge due

-Loss of rituals
-Dying traditions
-Chaitra Dusshera
discontinued

to lack of opportunities and amenities

Load on heritage Core

Overcrowding of the Dusshera Precinct

Lack of Parking Spaces
Traffic Ingestion in the Heritage core
Improper and Illegal parking leading to
issues and accidents

No amenities for the Pilgrims in the
Heritage Core

Lack of toilets, restrooms and basic
infrastructure in the Precinct area

Absence of Identification of places of
Significance

Lack of maintenance and upkeep of
Heritage structures, sacred places related
to the festival

Interpretation/ Information centers
missing that can guide the people about
the heritage and its significance

Absence of regulatory bodies which can
manage the heritage of the region

Lack of education and vocational
training to understand the importance
and take any measures for Conservation

0006000000006

Low Income opportunities because and
time taking processes

Delineation of Ritualistic Landscape on Regional Level
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STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

Strategy I: Enhance the infrastructure of Ritualistic Landscape to support
the festival in Jagdalpur town which acts as a container of the festival

Strategy IV: Ensure Continuity of Culture

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

Objectives

Action Plan

Agencies Involved

1. The delianation of spaces: particular routes,
elements, associated spaces and squares - need to
be recognized as spaces of ritual importance and
regulations put in place for their protection.

[Conservation Architect

|Master Plan

2. Inscrbing the delineated points and routes in the

DeveloEment Authority

Bastar Heritage

1. Conduction of workshops and training |
Committee

programs to teach the TK of indigenous tribes,
of Bastar

1. To ensure continuity of
culture and stop the
traditional knowledge of
Bastar from dying

BADAL- Bastar Academy of Dance, Art,
Literature and Language District Administration

2. Creatin of an interpretation centre and JTourism Department
Jinformation centres at important points District Administration

3. Identification of open spaces that can be used
for accomodating the pilgrims during the festival

[Conservation Architect
Urban Planner

Improving pilgrims/ visitor
experience by improving the
infrastructure of the town

[along all important routes of the festival

4. Identification of an open space for parking

Urban Planner

5. Declaration of palace road as no vehicle zone on

[allimportant ritual days

6. Demarcation of all sacred spaces in the town
and assure their periodic maintenance with the
involvement of the community

Development Authority
District Administration

Development Authority

e

Wroughtlron Work Dhokra Art

2 B

WroughtIron Work Terracotta work ]

Strategy V: Support, Sustain and enhance livelihoods in Cultural
economy

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

7. Creating pedestrian paths and heritage trails

PWD

8. Fagade control, colour and projection to insure

harmony with the spirit of Bastar Dusshera along
the primary processional route

PWD

9. Installation of signages at all important points
and routes

PWD

1. Formation of stakeholders network at the

regional level for LED

Bastar Heritage
Committee

. 2. Linking the state stakeholder network with
LOCaI economic [the heritage cells at cities and expanding it at |Bastar Heritage

development- LED through fecalievel Committee
job creation and skill
development

3. Workshops educating about Conservation, |Bastar Heritage

[TKS, sustainability, continuity etc. Committee Local NGOs

4. Introducing Dusshera and tribal culture at
yschool level in all schools of the

Jstate board

District Administration

Strategy VI: Promote and Empower the Society- Tribal community+
local residents

Strategy Il: Incorporate Heritage Management in state

Infrast

ructure and Legislation

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

Objectives

Action Plan

Agencies Involved

1. Strengthened institutional
framework for heritage
management

(iii) Preparation/ providing technical support for

heritage precinct to the Local Government

1. Establishing Interdepartmental linkages

i) Establishing Bastar Region Heritage Committee . :
Along with all associated
ii) Establishing Dusshera Management Committee |Dsitricts

development of Buildig Guidelines in core zone and|

DeveloEment Authority

N . Bastar Herit:
1. Envisaged to be implemented through the astar Heritage

1 Identlfy commun Ity and Bastar region Heritage Committee and Committee
civil society initiatives Dusshera management committee Dusshera
Committee

District Administration Bastar

1. Formation of stakeholder network (non-

. .. . tinstituti it Bastar Heritage
2. Promotion of civil society [Bovernmentinstitutions, community

Committee

Bastar Heritage
Committee

| |initiatives
through state and city
2. Link the regional stakeholder network with
networks [the heritage committee and Dusshera

JManagement Committee District Administration

2. Strengthened legislations for
heritage management

(i) Regulations for protection of associated spaces
like Dev Gudis, Jiya Dera, and Sirhasar Bhawan

(iv) Making a Tourism Management Plan

[Tourism Department

Development Authority
|Bastar Heritage Committee

M, =4 DA
A
Ty )

| sl Loy ,!,Qr
ﬁ' ~g/ r'( ‘ |

T

|
n the process  Spreadingknowledge Continuity of skills Improved Social Structure

(i) Formulation of Heritage committee rules JBastar Heritage Committee

Strategy VII: Finance Heritage management and Investments

Strategy Ill: Develop Communication and Knowledge sharing platforms to

build ownership and facilitate Heritage Management

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

Objectives

Action Plan

Agencies Involved

1. Increased awareness and sense
of ownership and sense of
conservation amongst various
stakeholders

hange facil g | heritag
_4. Mapping the festival of Dusshera and the
[tangibles associated with it

Conservation Architect
Bastar Heritage Committee
Conservation Architect

Bastar Heritage Committee

Conservation Architect
Bastar Heritage Committee

1. Checking the existing policies and enablers |Municipal Corporation
of finances and seeing weather their optimum |Jagdalpur

1. Improved basic service utilization is being done

provision and Infrastructure
development in historic towns
and cities

2. Identification of loop holes in the current
financial system

3. Initiating dialogue between the concerned
agencies of government

Municipal Corporation

Bastar Heritage
Committee

1. Establish a Heritage Fund anchored at the
Regional heritage Centre

2. Sustainable state and city

2. Develop a transparent mechanism to
facilitate fundin

Bastar Heritage
Committee

financial reserve

Dusshera management
Committee

1. Installation of strategic market spaces to
romote Bastar Art and skills

3. Strategic markets and exhibits
during Dusshera

2. Creation of an online platform in association|District Administration
[with government body that enables artists to |Department of Skill

sell their products in the online market developmentand Welfare
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Ritualistic Landscape of
Bastar: A case of Dusshera

Proposal for BADAL

Documentation for BADAL
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Discussion with Stakeholders

CONNECTIVITY AND IMPACT

Y

L |

[E—

PARTNER Enhancing the Infrastructure of

\ Town

Working on the Heritage Precinct
Conservation of Sacred Sites
related to Dusshera
Maintenance of Precinctand
sacred structures

District

Administration

Tourism Management Plan
Mediation between
community and Administration
Skill Development

NGOs/ Volunteer
Gro /

Tribal Communities
through initiatives
like BADAL

Bastar
Heritage cell
+

Dusshera |
management | LINK

Committee I

Cultural Continuity
Harmony
Documentation and
Conservation of
Traditional Knowledge

—_—
Conservation

LINK All Stakeholders Continuity
Enhanced

related to Dusshera .
Livelihoods
. Funds

Greater opportunitie:
through Marketing
and E- commerce

ASSIST

Increased Opportunities
Economic progress
Motivation to learn TK

OUTCOME

Govemment/ | Instead of being  sole financer and respansible for
Administrators.
Community/
residents.
Private sector an being opportur
sector would become an activ
collabarate with the goverment and community
for th vation and reuse of public and private
Experts




Territory

NN~ Edge Condition

Focal Points

Granularity

AR

'ﬁm}[‘ﬂ'ﬁ?ﬁ%

L

=N

Granularity of events during the Rath Yatra

Sensuality

Y ed® .
Tribal group performing their folk dance

”I)Il)_ __B__I
I | §8A52 |
L - =

* B

Distributing Prasad

jA

Visual Experiences

Narrative

1AM F‘:

g o
[

Viewing Platforms

et
I

Scale of Chariot of Bastar Dusshera

Enclosed Spaces

Movement

Vnse of Boundary et Passive
Participation

Rootedness

Streets

Emotional Bond

Sharing The stage Social Bond

Squares

G AND
< \}“‘x\ﬂ Ag%%
&
9

2

=

i’ %.  Ritualistic Landscape of Bastar
) Dusshera, Chhattisgarh

ANALYSIS

Sheet No.
10

Scale

North

NISHTHA JOSHI
2020MCO017

.

j

|
a




