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Madhia

-Live on the hills

-Distinctive dancing 
skills and musical 

instruments

Halba

-Agriculturists

-Use Halbi Dialect

Bhatra

-Cultivators

-Wear saffron clothes

-Considered as the 
advanced tribe

Dhurva

-known for bravery

-Skilled Basket weavers

-sell forest products in 
the weekly market

Dorla

-Cultivators

-Bamboo cultivation 
and harvesting

Muria

-Cultivators

-Distinctive clothing

-famous for their Ghotul
system
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Ritualistic landscape of Bastar: A case 
of Dusshera

INTRODUCTION TO THESIS
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Chariot Procession during Dusshera
Source: Unexplored Bastar

Tribal dancing
Source: Author

EXPECTED OUTCOME:

•

•

•

Source: Author

Source: Author

Jogi Bithaai ritual
Source: Author

Source: Dainik Bhaskar Source: Author

Source: Author Source: Author

Source: Author
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SITE VISITS- DOCUMENTATION- BUILDING CONTACTS

Date Day Location Task People encountered Information Gathered Photographs

October, 2018
Saptami to 

Vijaydashmi
Jagdalpur

1. First visit to the region                                           
2. Visual observer     

1. Tribal Population                        2. Local 
Youth                                  3. Local 
photographers                   4. Researchers 
from various parts of India                                             
5. Local Historians

1. Rituals of the festival                        
2. whereabouts of ritual                            
3. Photo documentation          
4. Reading material 

September, 2019
First weekend 
of september

Jagdalpur
1. Meeting targeted people for interviews                                                                                    
2. Observing construction of Chariot

1. Collector, Bastar- IAS Ayyaz Tamboli                                            
2. Historian- Om Soni                      3. 
Commissioner- Municipal Corporation 
Jagdalpur                              4. Professors 
from Bastar University 

1. Schedule of Rituals               
2. whereabouts of ritual                            
3. Photo documentation          
4. Preliminary Data                    
5. How the festival is managed

5th October-
12th October, 

2019

Panchami to 
Baras (12th day 
of the month in 

Hindu 
calender)

Jagdalpur
1. Witnessing every ritual of Dusshera                                           
2. Observing construction of Chariot

1. Collector, Bastar- IAS Ayyaz Tamboli                                            
2. Historian- Om Soni                     3. 
Commissioner- Municipal Corporation 
Jagdalpur                              4. Professors 
from Bastar University 

1. Details of Rituals                   
2. whereabouts of ritual                            
3. Photo documentation

7-8th October, 
2019

Shashthi-
Saptami

Dantewada

1. Witnessing preparations in Danteshwari 
Temple                                                             2. 
Following the procession from Dantewada 
to Jagdalpur

1. Historian- Om Soni                     2. Jiya 
Baba                                      3. Local youth                                  
4. Activists from Dantewada

1. Details of Mawli Parghav                                  
2. Documentation of 
Danteshwari temple                      
3. Ritual cycle at Dantewada                  

14th- 18th-
December, 2019

Saturday-
Wednesday

Jagdalpur
1. Documentation of local handicraft                                             
2. Documenting tourist places (natural and 
man-made sites)

1. Social entrepreneur- Jeet Singh Arya                                                  
2. Local Photographers                   3. Anzar 
Nabi ji                                4. Ar. Nisha Bothra           

1. Details of local art and craft 
and artisans                               
2. Documentation of 
workshops and houses                                 
3. Listing of all tourist sites 
near Jagdalpur       

11th- 14th-
December, 2020

Friday- Monday Jagdalpur

1. Acquiring details of Dusshera festivities 
amid lockdown                                             2. 
Knowing about alterations in the 
celebration                                                                                   
3. Schedule for Dusshera 2021

1. Commissioner- Municipal Corporation 
JDP                              2. Local Photographers                         
3. Anzar Nabi ji                                4. Ar. 
Nisha Bothra           

1. Details of local art and craft 
and artisans                               
2. Documentation of 
workshops and houses                        
3. Listing of all tourist sites 
near Jagdalpur       

4th- 8th 
September, 2021

Saturday-
Wednesday

Jagdalpur

1. Documenting chariot construction                                     
2. Meeting the tribes that make the chariot                                                                                  
3. Schedule of Dusshera 2021                                     
4. Schedule for Dusshera 2021

1. Tribesmen                                                    
2. Local authorities                                         
3. Jeet Singh Arya                                           
4. Abhishek Thakur                                         
5. Advisor to Collector- Sheikh Suhail                                                
6. Praveer Sena

1. Detail documentation of 
Chariot making                          
2. Listing of rituals already 
happened                                   
3. Seeking permission to 
attend various rituals                          
4. Informing about and 
monetizing my documentation 
work   

10th- 18th 
october, 2021

Friday- Sunday Jagdalpur

1. Documenting rituals                                                         
2. Documenting ritual spaces                                       
3. Expert Interviews                                                              
4. Gathering reading material

1. Tribesmen                                                     
2. Local authorities                                          
3. Researchers from Warangal                             
4. King- Kamalchandra Bhanjdeo                              
5. Collector- Rajat Bansal                               
6. Celebrated author- Rudranarayan 
Panigrahi

1. Detail documentation of 
rituals of Dusshera                        
2. Listing of rituals                    
3. Listing of ritual spaces                         
4. Boks and papers gathered                                    
5. Photo and video 
documentation

12th October, 
2020

Shashthi-
Saptami

Dantewada

1. Witnessing preparations in Danteshwari 
Temple                                                             2. 
Following the procession from Dantewada 
to Jagdalpur

1. Historian- Om Soni
2. Jiya Baba                                                      
3. Local youth                                                  
4. Activists from Dantewada

1. Details of Mawli Parghav                                  
2. Documentation of 
Danteshwari temple                      
3. Ritual cycle at Dantewada                     
4. Documenting spaces in the 
procession                  

The research uses Saunder’s research Onion 
(2007) as a base to put together an effective 
methodology to aid further in a successful 
documentation and analysis

Source: Author
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KONDAGAON

RAIPURCHITRAKOTE

BAILADILA

VISHAKHAPATNAM

JAIPUR

CONFLUENCE

DALPAT SAGAR LAKE

GANGA MUNDA TALAB

KUMDAKOT

Core Zone 1 

Ritual points

INDRAVATI RIVER
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Various streets showing the character of an urban setting along with socio-cultural attributes

Community centers Iconic squares which form the image of town

River Indravati creating a boundary to the north Dalpat Sagar Lake water front

Royal palace in Jagdalpur Balaji Temple Nagar Gudi

Historic Core Various tribal communities in and around Jagdalpur

Jagdalpur acts as a container of the
festival along with all its elements like-
people (tribal groups, visitors, tourists),
rituals, activities of leisure and exchange
of culture.

Performing arts- music, dance, drama
Dusshera fair organized on the ground is front of palace- market for 
handicrafts, local materials, fashion, cuisine, and interaction

Town changing forms and creation of 
informal ritual and performative spaces

Emerging markets around the 
processional route during the festival

Placement of main processional route in the historic 
core of the city, adding value to its character
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महाकाांतार)

Shabari was a woman from a village in Janjgir- Champa which

also fell in the Dandkaranya region. According to Krishna Dutt,

she was a seeker of knowledge and wanted to know the

meaning of Dharma. After days of travel, she met Sage

Matanga at the foot of Mount Rishyamukha. The sage

responded that, if she offered seva (service), Lord Rama would

give her darshana.

JAGDALPUR

BASTAR

KESLUR
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UNESCO- Intangible Cultural Heritage of India

S.NO. NAME OF ELEMENT STATE/ REGION CRITERIA
YEAR OF 

INSCRIPTION

1 Tradition of Vedic Chanting I 2008

2 Ramlila North and Central II 2008

3 Kudiyattam Kerala I 2008

4 Ramman Himalayas II, III 2009

5 Mudiyettu Kerala I, II, III, IV, V 2010

6 Kalbelia Dance Rajesthan I, II, III, IV, V 2010

7 Chhau Dance Eastern India II, III, V 2010

8 Bhuddist Chanting Ladakh I, II, III 2012

9 Sankirtana, Ritual Dancing Manipur II, III 2013

10 Traditional brass and copper craft of Utensil Making Punjab I, V 2014

11 Yoga 2016

12 Novruz Indian Sub-continent I, II, III, IV, V 2016

13 Kumbh Mela
Allahabad, Haridwar, Ujjain 
and Nasik 2017

14 Durga Puja Kolkata 2021

•

•

Source: Author

Source: UNESCO representative list of ICH

Source: Author

•

•

•

•

Source: Author

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

First encounter 
with Dusshera

Documentation 
of festival
Building contacts

Festival as context 
and Jagdalpur as site 
for Bachelor’s thesis

Online research

Documentation-
Written, graphic, 
audio, visual
Inventorying

Master’s thesis 
formulation and 
further study

Documentation and 
report for District 
administration, Jdp

Source: Gayatri Nanda, PhD. Thesis

Source: Bell C. 1997. Rituals, Perspectives and Dimensions, New York, Oxford University Press

Source: Author

Spatial Parameters

S.No. Process Spatial Aspect

1 Territory

Nomenclature                                                     
Distinct Morphology of the edges                                                          
Symbolic Elements                                                 
Visual markers giving a sense of orientation                                       
Landform contrasting city form

2 Narrative

Symbolic Spaces                                                
Points of Pauses with gathering spaces                                                                  
Focal points                                                         
Viewing Platforms                                        
Enclosure quality                                                 
Permeable edges                  

3 Movement

Defined processional route                                
Network of ritual spaces                                      
Focal points                                                               
Multiple typologies of viewing platforms                                                          
Spillover Spaces                                         
Permeable event Spaces

4 Granularity

Multiple points of pauses with gathering spaces                                                    
Permeable spaces and facades                           
Foreground encouraging participation                                                                 
Spillover spaces                                              
Defined zones for different activities                                           

5 Triangulation

Enclosure quality                                          
Presence of focal points in form of chariots, 
temple cars, palanquins                                                          
Multiple pause points with gathering spaces                                               
Foreground to performance spaces

6 Intimacy

Community representative structures                                                                 
Gathering spaces                                          
Presence of public accessible buildings at edges                                                     
Scale of event spaces enable visual contact and 
sharing of stage                                                                   
Intermediate open spaces as spillover spaces

7 Sensuality

Viewing platforms                                               
Scale of crowd                                                    
Lights and decoration                                               
Defined zones for different activities                                                                                 
Number or elements/ props

8 Scale
Width and length of space                             
Spatial contrast with surroundings                                                        
Scale of chariots

9 Rootedness

Spatial rooting of rituals and activities to event 
spaces                                                                  
Scope of symbolic rooting                                                    
Nomenclature of streets and open spaces Source: Gayatri Nanda, PhD. Thesis

Source: Theories of Van Gepp and Turner
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LISTING AND INVENTORYING

Listing of Rituals
No. of 
Days

Date Day Programme Description Location Time Tithi Ritual actors Type Materials Photographs

1 08.08.21 1
Paat Jatra Pooja          

(Turlu Khotla, Teeka 
Patha)

Wooden log is worshipped, marks first 
day of Dusshera

In front of Singh Dwar 11:00 15 Shravana
Manjhi, chalki, Local 

administration, volunteers
Rituals of exchange Wooden log of sal tree, Goat for 

sacrifice

2 18.09.21 41 Deri Gadhai Mandapachhdan, sthambharohan Sirhasar Bhawan 11:00 28 Bhadrapada
Manjhi, Chalkhi, Member, 

Memberin
Worship 2 wooden logs of Sal, 10 feet each, 

goat Mongri fish and eggs

08.10.21 61
Rath Nirman 

Prarambh
Construction of 40 feet high chariot 

begins
In front of Sirhasar Bhawan

Everday from 
morning to 

evening

Deri Gadhai- Mavli 
Parghav

Sawra tribal group from 
Bakawand janpada, carpenters 

from Umargaon

Civil ceremony                
Ritual  drama                      
Traditional craft Sal, Tinsa, Dhaman wood

3 06.10.21 59 Kachangaadi Pooja
Gaddi given to Kachan devi to seek 

blessings
Bhangaram Chowk 17:00 15 Ashwin Kuwari Kanya- Meergan Jaati

Sacrifice                               
Worship                                  
Purification                         
Rituals of exchange Wood, iron nails, rope

4 Phool rath parikrama 4 wheeled chariot procession Processional path 19:00 Dwitiya- Saptami Interaction rites
4 wheeled chariot, flowers, goat for 
sacrifice

5 07.10.21 60 Kalash Sthapana Pooja All temples 11:00 16 Ashwin Local women
Festivals                             
Rites of passage Kalash, pooja samagri

Jogi Bithaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00 Man from Amabaal village
Meditation rites                    
Rituals of exchange

Pit, pooja samagri, animals for 
sacrifice

6 Daily Navratra rituals All temples
Morning and 

evening
Ekam- Dusshera Local priests Worship

7 12.10.21 65 Bel Pooja
Bel tree is worshipped by royal family 

and other disciples
Sargipal village 11:00 22 Ashwin Royal family and other believers Worship

8 13.10.21 66 Mahaashtami Puja
Danteshwari temple, 

Jagdalpur
11:00 23 Ashwin Tituliar King               Jiya Baba Worship

Mahaashtami Puja
Danteshwari temple, 

Dantewada
11:00 Jiya Baba                   local priests Worship

Nisha Jatra Pooja Anupama Chowk 22:30 Milku clan from Ghatlohanga
Rituals of exchange   
Sacrifice

Mai ji ki doli 
procession

From Dantewada to 
Jagdalpur

12:00
Rites of passage              
Procession

9 14.10.21 67 Kunwari Pooja Kuwari kanya is worshipped Danteshwari temple 11:00 24 Ashwin Worship

Jogi Uthaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00
Tantric ritual                      
Meditation                         
Rituals of exchange

Mavli Parghav Pooja Gidam Road 20:00 Ritual drama

10 15.10.21 68 Bhitar Raini Pooja
Rath is worshipped before the 

procession starts
Danteshwari Temple 11:00 25 Ashwin

People from Lohandiguda
village

Worship

Rath Parikrama Pooja
Sirhasar to Danteshwari 

temple to Kudhhakot
17:00 Madhia from Kilepal village

Procession                       
Ritual drama

11 16.10.21 69 Bahar Raini Pooja
Rath is stolen and taken to Kudhakot 

forest
Kumdhakot 11:00 26 Ashwin Muria tribal people Worship       

Nava Khaai
Kheer is made from first harvest (rice) 

for king all people
Kumdhakot 12:00-13:00 Muria tribe, Titular king

Interaction rites                 
Civil ceremony

Rath Parikrama Pooja
Rath is taken back to Danteshwari 

temple
Kumdhakot to Danteshwari 

temple
16:00 Madhia from Kilepal village

Procession                         
Ritual drama

12 17.10.21 70 Kachan Jatra Pooja
Kachan devi is respectfully bidden 

farewell
11:00 27 Ashwin Worship

Muria Darbar
Assembly of all local heads with chief 

minister and titular king of Bastar
Sirhasar Bhawan 13:00 Civil ceremony                

13 18.10.21 71 Kutumb Jatra Pooja
Return of local dieties to their 

respective places
Ganga Munda talab 28 Ashwin Worship

14 19.10.21 72
Danteshwari mata 

Vidaai
return of goddesses to their respective 

places
Danteshwari Temple 11:00 29 Ashwin

Worship                                   
Procession

Ritualistic Landscape of Dusshera: a 
case of Bastar



S.NO.
NAME OF THE 

RITUAL
MOVEMENT 

PATTERN
CENTER FRAME 

CULMINATION 
POINT

SCALE
BOUNDARY 

MARKED

1 Paat Jatra Closed Yes Crowd gathered around
In front of Singh 

Dwar
Small No

2 Animal Sacrifice Closed Yes Crowd gathered around
In front of Singh 

Dwar
Small No

S.NO. Ritual Description Significant People Location Day Timing

1 Paat Jatra

This event is a ritual where 
the forest and the woods 
are worshiped and given 
their due.

Majhi, Chalki, 
king, local 
government, 
onlookers

Palace chowk 15 Shravana 11 a.m.

2 Tantric Practices

Putting nail inside the 
wood to ward off evil eye 
and seek for blessings from 
Danteshwari, mawli and 
visiting gods

Majhi, Chalki, 
king, local 
government, 
onlookers

Palace chowk 15 Shravana 11. 30 a.m.

Precinct map showing location of ritual with respect to Danteshwari temple, Palace and Sirhasar Bhawan.

S.NO. Ritual Description Significant People Location Day Timing

1 Deri gadai

This event is a ritual 
where the forest and 
the woods are 
worshiped and given 
their due.

Majhi, Chalki, 
king, local 
government, 
onlookers

Palace chowk 15 Shravana 11 a.m.

2
Rath construction 
beginning

Putting nail inside 
the wood to ward off 
evil eye and seek for 
blessings from 
danteshwari, mawli 
and visiting gods

Majhi, Chalki, 
king, local 
government, 
onlookers

Palace chowk 15 Shravana 11. 30 a.m.
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S.NO.
NAME OF THE 

RITUAL
MOVEMENT 

PATTERN
CENTER FRAME 

CULMINATION 
POINT

SCALE
BOUNDARY 

MARKED

1 Deri Gadai Closed Yes Crowd gathered around
Sirhasar 
Bhawan

Small Yes

2 Rath construction Open Yes
Ccarpenters working in 

chariot construction
Sirhasar Chowk Large No

S.NO.
NAME OF THE 

RITUAL
MOVEMENT 

PATTERN
CENTER FRAME 

CULMINATION 
POINT

SCALE
BOUNDARY 

MARKED

1
Kachan Gaadi

Pooja
Closed Yes

Crowd gathered 
around

Bhangaram
Chowk

Small No

2 Raila Devi Pooja Closed Yes
Crowd gathered 

around
Gol Bazar Small No

S.NO. Ritual Description Significant People Location Day Timing

1
Kachan Gaadi
pooja

Kachan devi is seated 
over a thorny swing 
and asked for 
permission to start 
the festivities

Kunwari kanya of 
Meergan Jati, Majhi, 
Chalki, king, local 
government, 
onlookers

Bhangaram
chowk

15 Shravana 5 p.m.

2 Raila Devi Pooja

Seeking blessings 
from Raila devi Majhi, Chalki, king, 

local government, 
onlookers

Bhangaram
chowk

15 Shravana 7 p.m.

S.NO. Ritual Description Significant People Location Day Timing

1
Phool Rath 
Parikrama

4 wheeled chariot 
is taken around 
the chariot to 
demarcate the 
advent of main 
festivities

Madhiyas, Local 
people of 
Jagdalpur, Praveer
sena

Processional 
route starting 
from Palace 
chowk

15 Shravana 7 p.m.

2 Tantric rituals

Warding off evil 
eye by women of 

Rowreen and 
Panara

community 
-----

Offering Paan-
Bida, Khaja, 

Chana, Laai by 
women of Kewta

community

Various Tribal 
groups, local 
people

In front of 
Danteshwari 
temple

15 Shravana 8 p.m.

S.NO.
NAME OF THE 

RITUAL
MOVEMENT 

PATTERN
CENTER FRAME 

CULMINATION 
POINT

SCALE
BOUNDARY 

MARKED

1 Phool rath pooja Closed Yes
Chariot pullers, Crowd 

gathered around
Bhangaram

Chowk
Large Yes

2 Tantric rituals Open No
Crowd gathered 

around
Bhangaram

Chowk
Small No

A 
hammoc
k of bell 
thorns is 
handcraf
ted for 
the 
goddess.

Royal family worships  Kachin DeviHammock being prepared for devi
Ritual Space

Tribal girls as an 
embodiment of Raila Devi

Images of the processional route acting as ritual containers
during processions.

The old holy chariot with four wheels takes rounds in the city from
the second to the seventh (saptami) day of the month of ashwin. It
travels a certain path every day and finally, returns to the gates of the
Rajmahal. This chariot is decorated with flowers and is thus, called
the flower chariot. The Maharaja on this chariot is gifted with a floral
head gear. On seventh day of the month of ashwin the chariot takes
its last round.

On this particular day the tradition of placing a kalash in the

auspicious premises of Danteshwari temple takes place. Along

with this Kalashs are kept in all other temples as well. This also

marks the beginning of Navratri. On the very same day at 5 p.m

in the evening, a man from the Jogi family of the village ‘Bade

aamabaal’ takes his most auspicious place inside a pit in the

Sirasar bhawan wherein he stays for the next 9 days

Finally, at night, goddess Mavli (goddess Danteshwari’s sister) reaches Jagdalpur in goddess Danteshwari’s doli and along
with that arrives goddess Danteshwari’s chatra (a symbol of the goddess that can be worshiped). The idol of goddess Mavli
is created by a new cloth painted with sandalwood paste and is covered with flowers. The two goddesses and many other
deities from villages in Bastar are welcomed by the royal family, the royal priest and the royal teacher.

On the tenth day (Vijayadashami) of the month
of ashwin, Jagdalpur welcomes its highest number of
devotees. The newly constructed chariot (with eight
wheels) with goddess Danteshwari’s chatra in it is
taken around the city. Once the holy chariot returns
to the gates of the Rajmahal, it is ready to be stolen.

1 2

3

4

7

13

12

1211

11

5

9

Associational Value

Historic Value

Social Value

Economic Value

Cultural Value

On the twelfth day of the month of ashwin, the ritual Kachin-jatra is performed in the first half.
Kachindevi is worshiped and thanked for her blessings. After this ritual, Muriya Darbar is arranged at
the Sirasar Bhawan. Muriya Darbar is a one hundred and two year old event. The Manjhi (or leaders
of different villages) and other representatives from the villages came together to present their issues
to the king and their elected representatives. The chief minister of Chhattisgarh has ensured his
presence in the Muriya Darbar since last eight years. The first Muriya Darbar was held on 8th March,
1876 when the authorities had honoured the Manjhis to bring together an event as grand as the
Dussehra.



Tribal Communities 
through initiatives 
like BADAL

NGOs/ Volunteer 
Groups

Strategy VII: Finance Heritage management and Investments
Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

1.  Improved basic service 
provision and Infrastructure

development in historic towns 
and cities

1. Checking the existing policies and enablers 
of finances and seeing weather their optimum 
utilization is being done

Municipal Corporation 
Jagdalpur

2. Identification of loop holes in the current 
financial system Municipal Corporation 

jagdalpur3. Initiating dialogue between the concerned 
agencies of government

2. Sustainable state and city 
financial reserve

1. Establish a Heritage Fund anchored at the 
Regional heritage Centre

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

2. Develop a transparent mechanism to 
facilitate funding

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

3. Strategic markets and exhibits 
during Dusshera

1. Installation of strategic market spaces to 
promote Bastar Art and skills

Dusshera management 
Committee

2. Creation of an online platform in association 
with government body that enables artists to 
sell their products in the online market

District Administration                       
Department of Skill 
development and Welfare

Strategy VI: Promote and Empower the Society- Tribal community+ 
local residents

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

1. Identify community and 
civil society initiatives

1. Envisaged to be implemented through the 
Bastar region Heritage Committee and 
Dusshera management committee

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

Dusshera management 
Committee

2. Promotion of civil society 
through state and city 

networks

1. Formation of stakeholder network (non-
government institutions, community 
initiatives) 

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

2. Link the regional stakeholder network with 
the heritage committee and Dusshera 
Management Committee

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

District Administration

Strategy V: Support, Sustain and enhance livelihoods in Cultural 
economy 

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

Local economic 
development- LED through 

job creation and skill 
development

1. Formation of stakeholders network at the 
regional level for LED

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

2. Linking the state stakeholder network with 
the heritage cells at cities and expanding it at 
local level

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

3. Workshops educating about Conservation, 
TKS, sustainability, continuity etc.

Bastar Heritage 
Committee      Local NGOs

4. Introducing Dusshera and tribal culture at 
elementary school level in all schools of the 
state board District Administration

Strategy IV: Ensure Continuity of Culture
Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

1. To ensure continuity of 
culture and stop the 

traditional knowledge of 
Bastar from dying

1. Conduction of workshops and training 
programs to teach the TK of indigenous tribes 

of Bastar

Bastar Heritage 
Committee

BADAL- Bastar Academy of Dance, Art, 
Literature and Language District Administration

2. Creatin of an interpretation centre and 
information centres at important points

Tourism Department

District Administration

Strategy III: Develop Communication and Knowledge sharing platforms to 
build ownership and facilitate Heritage Management

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

1. Increased awareness and sense 
of ownership and sense of 

conservation amongst various
stakeholders 

1. Regional level workshops engaging stakeholders Bastar Heritage Committee

2. Awareness building and knowledge sharing 
through mapping activiites

Conservation Architect               
Bastar Heritage Committee

3. Central documentation and information 
exchange facility at Regional heritage centre

Conservation Architect               
Bastar Heritage Committee

4. Mapping  the festival of Dusshera and the 
tangibles associated with it

Conservation Architect               
Bastar Heritage Committee

Strategy II: Incorporate Heritage Management in state 
Infrastructure and Legislation

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

1. Strengthened institutional 
framework for heritage 

management           

1. Establishing Interdepartmental linkages District Administration Bastar

(i) Establishing Bastar Region Heritage Committee
Along with all associated 
Dsitricts(ii) Establishing Dusshera Management Committee

(iii) Preparation/ providing technical support for 
development of Buildig Guidelines in core zone and 
heritage precinct to the Local Government Development Authority

(iv) Making a Tourism Management Plan Tourism Department

2. Strengthened legislations for 
heritage management

(i) Regulations for protection of associated spaces 
like Dev Gudis, Jiya Dera,  and Sirhasar Bhawan

Development Authority

Bastar Heritage Committee

(ii) Formulation of Heritage committee rules Bastar Heritage Committee

Strategy I: Enhance the infrastructure of Ritualistic Landscape to support 
the festival in Jagdalpur town which acts as a container of the festival 

Objectives Action Plan Agencies Involved

Improving pilgrims/ visitor 
experience by improving the 

infrastructure of the town

1. The delianation of spaces: particular routes, 
elements, associated spaces and squares - need to 
be recognized as spaces of ritual importance and 
regulations put in place for their protection. 

Conservation Architect

2. Inscrbing the delineated points and routes in the 
Master Plan Development Authority

3. Identification of open spaces that can be used 
for accomodating the pilgrims during the festival Conservation Architect             

Urban Planner

4. Identification of an open space for parking Urban Planner

5. Declaration of palace road as no vehicle zone on 
all important ritual days

Development Authority                
District Administration

6. Demarcation of all sacred spaces in the town 
and assure their periodic maintenance with the 
involvement of the community Development Authority

7. Creating pedestrian paths and heritage trails 
along all important routes of the festival PWD

8. Façade control, colour and projection to insure 
harmony with the spirit of Bastar Dusshera along 
the primary processional route PWD

9. Installation of signages at all important points 
and routes PWD
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Wrought Iron Work Wrought Iron Work Dhokra Art Terracotta work

Involving the community in the process Spreading knowledge Continuity of skills Improved Social Structure

Bastar 
Heritage cell
+ 
Dusshera 
management 
Committee

PARTNER

LINK

LINK

ASSIST Greater opportunities 
through Marketing 
and E- commerce

All Stakeholders 
related to Dusshera

• Conservation
• Continuity
• Enhanced 

Livelihoods
• Funds

• Increased Opportunities
• Economic progress
• Motivation to learn TK

• Cultural Continuity
• Harmony
• Documentation and 

Conservation of 
Traditional Knowledge

• Tourism Management Plan
• Mediation between 

community and Administration
• Skill Development

District 
Administration

JDP Municipal 
Corporation

Tourism 
Department

• Enhancing the Infrastructure of  
Town

• Working on the Heritage Precinct
• Conservation of Sacred Sites 

related to Dusshera
• Maintenance of Precinct and 

sacred structures

PARTNER

Analysis of the festival and associated knowledge w.r.t. five domains of ICH by UNESCO
S.NO. DOMAIN DESCRIPTION PRESENT SCENARIO IMAGES

1
Oral Traditions and 

expressions

Bastar's entire history is based upon oral traditions and this can 
be reflected in their religious and civil activities and Bastar 
Dusshera is just another example of how oral traditions and 
expressions drive the culture of the region

Well alive and still being 
transmitted to coming geerations
however lack of interest and dying 
traditions can also be noticed

2 Performing Arts
The tribes of Bastar have their uniqe music, musical instruments, 
dance forms and drama styles which they showcase in the festival 
during various rituals

Many dance and music forms are being lost 
with time as youger generations are not 
showing interest in learning them

3
Social practices, rituals 

and festive events

Gathering of various tribes at one place beyond border and 
irrespective of differences and conflicts and celebrating the 
festival of Bastar in unison and showcasing various tantric, 
secular, political and religious rituals and practices

Alive and still being practised at regular 
intervals however many transformations going 
on and loss of traditions can also be witnessed

4
Knowledge and practices 

concerning nature and the 
universe

Knowledge of ecology and natural resources, possesion rites, and 
knowledge of flora and fauna which is translated in local cuisine 
and medicines

Still being practised but it is difficult to transmit 
ancient knowledge

5 Traditional Craftsmanship
The process of chariot making a great example of this. Apart from 
that various handicrafts like wrought iron work, bell metal work, 
bamboo craft and Tumba craft

Some art forms are being lost while some still 
continue and are flourishing culturally and 
economically

City In            Lodging/Business/Leisure                     City Tour              Nearby Tourist places        City Out

City             Residence                    Market, other spots                         Work               Residence
(within core/ outside core)

City In            Lodging/ resting               Temples/                    Ritual areas        Lodging/ resting    City 
Outlandmarks

Source: Boyer P, Lienard P. 2020 Ingredients of Rituals and their cognitive underpinnings. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. B 375:20190439

Source: Smith, 1972; Falassi, 1987; Pine and Gilmore, 1999; Schechner, 2003; Greg and Palmer, 2010; Andrews and Leopold, 2013; Cudny, 2016
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Ritual Listing and Analysis
No. of 
Days Date Day Programme Description Location Time Tithi Ritual actors Type Materials Photographs

1 08.08.21 1
Paat Jatra Pooja          

(Turlu Khotla, 
Teeka Patha)

Wooden log is worshipped, 
marks first day of Dusshera

In front of Singh Dwar 11:00 15 Shravana
Manjhi, chalki, Local 

administration, 
volunteers

Rituals of exchange Wooden log of sal tree, Goat 
for sacrifice

2 18.09.21 41 Deri Gadhai
Mandapachhdan, 
sthambharohan

Sirhasar Bhawan 11:00 28 Bhadrapada
Manjhi, Chalkhi, Member, 

Memberin
Worship

2 wooden logs of Sal, 10 feet 
each, goat Mongri fish and 
eggs

08.10.21 61
Rath Nirman

Prarambh
Construction of 40 feet high 

chariot begins
In front of Sirhasar 

Bhawan

Everday
from 

morning to 
evening

Deri Gadhai- Mavli 
Parghav

Sawra tribal group from 
Bakawand janpada, 

carpenters from 
Umargaon

Civil ceremony                
Ritual  drama                      
Traditional craft

Sal, Tinsa, Dhaman wood

3 06.10.21 59
Kachangaadi

Pooja
gaddi given to Kachan devi to 

seek blessings
Bhangaram Chowk 17:00 15 Ashwin

Kuwari Kanya- Meergan
Jaati

Sacrifice                               
Worship                                  
Purification                         
Rituals of exchange Wood, iron nails, rope

4
Phool rath 
parikrama

4 wheeled chariot procession Processional path 19:00 Dwitiya- Saptami Interaction rites
4 wheeled chariot, flowers, 
goat for sacrifice

5 07.10.21 60
Kalash Sthapana

Pooja
All temples 11:00 16 Ashwin Local women

Festivals                             
Rites of passage Kalash, pooja samagri

Jogi Bithaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00 Man from Amabaal village
Meditation rites                    
Rituals of exchange

Pit, pooja samagri, animals 
for sacrifice

6
Daily Navratra

rituals
All temples

Morning 
and evening

Ekam- Dusshera Local priests Worship

7 12.10.21 65 Bel Pooja
Bel tree is worshipped by royal 

family and other disciples
Sargipal village 11:00 22 Ashwin

Royal family and other 
believers

Worship

8 13.10.21 66
Mahaashtami

Puja
Danteshwari temple, 

Jagdalpur
11:00 23 Ashwin

Tituliar King                    
Jiya Baba

Worship

Mahaashtami
Puja

Danteshwari temple, 
Dantewada

11:00
Jiya Baba                        

local priests
Worship

Nisha Jatra Pooja Anupama Chowk 22:30
Milku clan from 

Ghatlohanga
Rituals of exchange   
Sacrifice

Mai ji ki doli 
procession

From Dantewada to 
Jagdalpur

12:00
Rites of passage              
Procession

9 14.10.21 67 Kunwari Pooja Kuwari kanya is worshipped Danteshwari temple 11:00 24 Ashwin Worship

Jogi Uthaai Pooja Sirhasar Bhawan 17:00
Tantric ritual                      
Meditation                         
Rituals of exchange

Mavli Parghav
Pooja

Gidam Road 20:00 Ritual drama

10 15.10.21 68 Bhitar Raini Pooja
Rath is worshipped before the 

procession starts
Danteshwari Temple 11:00 25 Ashwin

People from Lohandiguda
village

Worship

Rath Parikrama 
Pooja

Sirhasar to 
Danteshwari temple to 

Kudhhakot
17:00

Madhia from Kilepal
village

Procession                       
Ritual drama

11 16.10.21 69 Bahar Raini Pooja
Rath is stolen and taken to 

Kudhakot forest
Kumdhakot 11:00 26 Ashwin Muria tribal people Worship       

Nava Khaai
Kheer is made from first 

harvest (rice) for king all people
Kumdhakot 12:00-13:00 Muria tribe, Titular king

Interaction rites                 
Civil ceremony

Rath Parikrama 
Pooja

Rath is taken back to 
Danteshwari temple

Kumdhakot to 
Danteshwari temple

16:00
Madhia from Kilepal

village
Procession                         
Ritual drama

12 17.10.21 70
Kachan Jatra 

Pooja
Kachan devi is respectfully 

bidden farewell
11:00 27 Ashwin Worship

Muria Darbar
Assembly of all local heads with 
chief minister and titular king of 

Bastar
Sirhasar Bhawan 13:00 Civil ceremony                

13 18.10.21 71
Kutumb Jatra 

Pooja
Return of local dieties to their 

respective places
Ganga Munda talab 28 Ashwin Worship

14 19.10.21 72
Danteshwari mata

Vidaai
return of goddesses to their 

respective places
Danteshwari Temple 11:00 29 Ashwin

Worship                                   
Procession

Meeting with stakeholders Community Engagement Heritage Walk

Proposal for BADAL Documentation for BADAL Discussion with Stakeholders

Documentation of Spaces Art and craft Documentation of Rituals

Collector, Bastar-
Mr. Rajat Bansal

Collector, Dantewada-
Mr. Deepak Soni

SDM, Dantewada-
Mr. Abinash Mishra

SP, Jagdalpur-
Mrs. Ankita Sharma
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Ritualistic Landscape of Bastar 
Dusshera, Chhattisgarh
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Granularity of events during the Rath Yatra Triangulation during the Rath Yatra

Scale of Chariot of Bastar Dusshera
Distributing Prasad Visual ExperiencesTribal group performing their folk dance 


