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NEWDELHI:BJP-ruledAssamhas
so far remained non-committal
about supporting the NDA gov-
ernment’s proposed law that
allows citizenship to religious
minorities from three neigh-
bouring countries.
In a letter to a Parliament’s

jointpanel that is reviewingThe
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
BJP chief minister Sarbananda
Sonowal has cited the ongoing
protests against the proposed
law in his state.
The All Assam Students’

Union(AASU), an influential
students’ organization, and
other indigenous bodies have
hit the roads to protest against
thebill,maintaining thatasmall
state likeAssamcan’tacceptany
outsider, be itHinduorMuslim.
“Withoutcategoricallystating

if he is supporting the bill, the
CM has only asked the panel to
visit his state to talk to stake-
holders,” said a member of the
parliamentary committee.
The panel i s going to

Guwahati on Wednesday to
interact with student bodies,
political groups and other
stakeholders.
Asom Gana Parishad, BJP’s

ally in the assembly polls, has
also opposed the move. Many
Assameseorganizations feel that
the state will bear the brunt of
the new law, if enacted, asmany
more people from Bangladesh
maysettle inAssamwhere large
numbersof BangladeshiMuslims

have alreadymigrated illegally.
ThebillamendstheCitizenship

Act tomakeillegalmigrantswho
are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains,ParsisandChristiansfrom
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan, eligible forcitizenship.
Under theAct, citizenship by

naturalization is granted if the
applicant has stayed in India for

11 of the previous 14 years. The
billmakes citizenship easier as
it relaxes the 11-year condition
to sixyears for religiousminori-
ties from these three countries.
While the BJP’s own govern-

ment in Assam remains non-
committal, its outside supporter
AIADMKhasdemanded thatSri
Lankan Christians should also
be included.
West Bengal government is

also apprehensiveabout thebill.
TrinamoolmemberSaugataRay
has said in one of the panel’s
meetings that the bill smacks
of discriminationand if passed,
it may dilute India’s secular
character.
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NEWDELHI:The ban on the entry
of women of menstruating
age into the inner sanctum of
Kerala’s Sabarimala templewas
partof a“uniquecustom(that is)
rooted in Tantra Shastras” and
henceshouldnotbelifted,asocio-
religious group has contended.
Chennai-based group, People

for Dharma, filed an applica-
tion before the Supreme Court,
questioning the locus standi of
“feminist” lawyerswhowant the
ban to be lifted.
In its submission before the

court, the organisation said dif-
ferent traditions and customs
were tailor-made for the kind
of deity invoked in a temple. It
argued that those challenging
the Sabarimala ban have “no
business” in telling Ayyappa
devotees how they should con-
duct themselves.
The apex court is hearing

a plea that seeks an end to the
discriminatory practice of bar-
ring women between 10 to 50
years fromentering the temple’s
inner sanctum.
Those in favour of the ban

argue that lord Ayappa is a
celibate and will be disturbed
by the presence of women of
menstruating age.
“Devoteesof lordAyyappaare

themoreimportantstakeholders
inthedebateoverfaithandnotthe
atheist and agnostic feminists. A
handful of activists, who do not
have the temerity to understand
the beauty of Indian spirituality
arenottheoneswhoshoulddecide
howhalf abillionwomenshould
follow their faith,” the plea read.

Pro-Sabarimala
ban group targets
‘atheist feminists’
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NEW DELHI: Celebrating Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel’s birth anni-
versary on Monday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi took
potshotsat theCongressover the
legacy of the ironmanof India.
“When I talk about unity (on

SardarPatel’sbirthday), the first
message goeswe areBJPbut he
was a Congressman,” the PM
said amid laughter, inaugurat-
ing a digital museum on Patel.
He pointed out that “no one

has the copyright on Sardar’s
life and legacy”, in an indirect
message to theCongress,which
hadoftenaccused theBJPof try-
ing to appropriate the legacy of
India’s national icons.
At the national stadium, flag-

ging off theRun forUnity,Modi
announced that hewill inaugu-
rate a museum but also added
that suchamuseumshouldhave
comeupmany years ago. “After

somanyyears of Independence,
so many years after his death,
the country finally gets amuse-
um on him. This should have
beendone40 to50 to60yearsago.
But I don’t knowwhy it was not

done,” he quipped.
He also tried to refute the

Congress’ claims that its leaders
arethechampionsof womenreser-
vationinLokSabhaandlegislative
assemblies.“Sometimes,wehear

aboutwomenadministration.You
will getmanypeople,many syco-
phantswhowill say thecredit for
womenreservationgoestocertain
people. As far as I have read, in
1930,whenPatelwasthechairman
of Ahmedabad municipality, he
hadfirstproposed33%reservation
forwomen,” thePMsaid.
Modimaintained that Sardar

Patel’s legacy is so great that
“effortstoforgetthemfor70years
werenot fruitful,” inwhat could
beseenasan indirectaccusation
against theCongressof trying to
undermine Patel’s legacy.
ModialsosaidthatIndiashould

be more powerful and the world
should acknowledge her power.
“Indiashouldbepowerful,strong,
andprosperous.Buttorealizethis
dream, India should be united. In
the name of community or caste,
poverty and richness, India can’t
divideitself.Manyforcesarework-
ingtodividethepeopleof ourcoun-
try. We should remind ourselves
aboutallforcesof unity,”headded.

■ Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the flag-off ceremony of “Run for
Unity” on the occasion of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas at National Stadium
in New Delhi on Monday. VIRENDRA SINGH GOSAIN/ HT

■ The All Assam Students’ Union, an influential students’ organisation,
had protested in October against giving citizenship to Hindu
Bangladeshis. PTI FILE Civic bodies look at bonds for infra funds
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NEW DELHI: Nearly half a dozen
urban localbodies (ULBs)across
cities are gearing up to tap the
municipal bond market this
financial year, a move aimed at
mobilizing resources to fund
urban infrastructure projects.
ThisincludesULBsincitiessuch

asVisakhapatnam,Pune,Nagpur,
Ahmedabad, Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela that have been rated as
investor-friendly by credit rating
agencies.
Unionurbandevelopment(UD)

ministryofficialssaidthiswillbe
the first timeafter2010 thatULBs

will floatmunicipalbondstofund
infrastructureprojectsunderthe
government’s flagship schemes,
suchasdeveloping100smartcities
andAtalMissionforRejuvenation
andUrbanTransformation.
“These are capital intensive

programsandneedhuge fund. It
is not possible for the Centre or
the ULBs to fund these through
their own resources. ULBs have
to think of innovative ways to
raisemoney,”saidaUDministry
official.
Anexercise tocheckthecredit

worthinessof 16municipalitieshas
already been completed. Though
it has huge potential, municipal
bondmarket has not been tapped

fullyinIndia.ComparedtoUScit-
ies, which raised approximately
$300billionin2014frommunicipal
bonds,municipalitiesinIndiahave
managed to raise just`1740 crore
since1997,whenIndiahaddecided
touse this instrument,.
“We are sensitizing theULBs

about the choices they have and
handholding them with the
ground work before they float
municipalbonds.Sofar,creditrat-
ing exercise has been completed
in16cities.Overhalf-a-dozenhave
been found credit worthy and fit
toraisemoneyfromthemarket,”
saidUD secretaryRajivGauba.
According to credit rating

agencies, ULBs have the poten-

tial to raise upto `1500 crore
every year from the market.
Urbansectorexpertssaid that

mostof themunicipalitiesinIndia
are cash-strapped. According to
the 14th Finance Commission
report, in 2012-13, municipal
revenue accounted for just over
1%of GDP in India as compared
to emerging economies such as
Brazil and SouthAfricawhere it
was 5%and6%respectively.
“ULB’s will have to increase

their own source of revenue by
increasingproperty taxandlevy-
ing user charges. This has also
been recommended by the 14th
FinanceCommission,”a finance
ministry official said.

Assammumongivingnod
for citizenship tominorities
INASPOT Indigenousbodies say the small statecan’tacceptanyoutsiders

THEBILLRELAXESTHE
11-YR-OLDCONDITIONOF
CITIZENSHIP TOSIX YRS
FORRELIGIOUSMINORITIES
FROMAFGHANISTAN,
BANGLADESH ANDPAK

NAWADCO Jobs
National Waqf Development Corporation, a joint sector
company under the aegis of M/o Minority Affairs,
Government of India for development of Waqf properties
requires following personnel on contract basis:-
1. Engineering Assistant (One) - B.E./B. Tech (Civil
Engineering) with 2 yrs. experience.

2. Finance & Accounts Assistant (One) - Graduate
in F&A/Commerce/Management with 4 yrs.
experience.

3. HR Assistant (One) - Graduate with MBA/PGDM
with 3 yrs. experience.

4. Executive Assistant (One) - Graduate with
stenography skills with 3 yrs. experience.

Last date for submission of application by 1600 hrs on
15th November, 2016.
For details please visit:www.ministryofminorityaffairs.
gov.in; www.nmdfc.org.in

davp 27103/11/0001/1617


	ND_13: 


